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risk, Dalgety’s must have taken a risk in
this matter, but the risk must surely have
turned out a profitable one. It appears to
me that the good concerns are handed over
to other people while the State has to carry
those sencerns from which there is no chance
of any profit accruing. One of the largest
pig raisers of the State operates in and
around Boulder. One ean imagine what that
man pays for his wheat when I have to pay
58, Gd. in Perth, If some of the inferior
wheat T have scen sold is worth §s. 6d. on
its milling value, then f.a.q. wheat based on
a fair milling value would be worth from
15s. to £1 2 bushel

Hon. /. EWING: There is a great (eal in
what Mr. Cornell is striving to “do. I have
had numerous complaints with regard to the
high price which is being charged for in-
ferior wheat. Only this afternoon, coming
up in tho train from the South-West, I was
approached by several people who asked
what members of Parliament were doing to
permit that kind of thing to go on. I un-
derstand that this infevior wheat is mostly
soldl to the mills, where it is graded and the
rubbish is disposed of for poultry feed. I
do not thoroughly understand the position
myself and T think, thercfore, that the Min-
ister might explain it, The millers are the
largest purchasers and, as I have stated,
they disposc of the rubbish after they have
graded the wheat., This is a matter that the
Government should ecertainly deal with be-
cauge it is a form of profitcering. I con-
gider we shonld repert progress so that the
matter might be placed properly kefore us.
I want to sce the wheat producer get all
that he is entitled to, but we find that a
profit is being made and that # is going to
someconc ontside of the pool. Tt is a peculiar
thing that the subject should have been men-
tioned to me coming up in the train frem
the South-West this cvening and on my en-
tering the House, T should find it was the
very matter that was onnder diseussion,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I have just had
o file placed in my hands dealing with the
whole matter,

The Honorary Minister
Table this afternoon.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: How can mem-
bers attempt to follow the business that is
going on when information like this is held
back? One of the first things that I notieed
on this file is a report of a depuiation of
produce merchants which waited on the Min-
ister, dealing with the question of the dis-
posal of inferior wheat. This is the answer
of the Minister as it appears on the file—

Mr, Baxter, in his reply, stated that it
had been found that, through competition
in the selling of inferior wheat, the
Scheme, and through it the farmer, had
suffered.

Jost consider the position of affairs! TUn-
fortunately, both my ecolleagnes are absent
and T know that Mr, Duoffell is partienlarly
interested in this question. To expeet us to
diseuss the sitnation properly until we have

: T laid it on the
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thoroughly gone through this file is asking
too much. I have quoted enough from the
file to show that it is worth studying. If I
had made snch a statement in reply to a
deputation, I think I wonld have kept it
off the file. The mover of the amendment
ia out to throw the responsibility back on
the Government and see that the consumer
gets a fair deal, which I think is perfectly
right.
Hon, J. EWING: T move—
That progress he reported.

Motion put and pfassed.
[The President resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1018 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—HAMPTON PLAINS,
GEOLOGIST’S REPORT.

Mr. DUFF asked the Minister for (Mincs:
In view of the very strong opposition to the
Government Geologist’s statement that the
recent gold discovereies on Block 50, Hamp-
ton Plains, are not on a continuation of the
Boulder, Horseshoe, and Yvanhoe line of lode,
will he state (a) on what geological data
Mr. Maitland bases his opinion? (b) Did
he devote sufficient time in his examination
of the field to justify the expression of sich
opinion ¢

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Mines) replied: (a) The Geological data np-
on which the Government Geologist based the
opinions set out in his recent report were
based upon a personal ingpection of the area,
together with investigation of the data in the
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oflice of the department. {(b) The Govern-
ment Geologist has at different periods dur-
ing reeent years examined the distriet, and as-
scrts that he has devoted suflicient time to
work, both in the field and in the office, to
justify the opinions expressed in his recent
report.

QUESTION—WHEAT BUYERS,
COMPENSATION,

Hen. P. COLLIER (for Hon. W, C. Ang-
win) asked the Premier:—In view of the pro-
mise made by the Prime Minister, and ae-
cepted by the State Government, in eonneetion
with the National voluntcers re work on the
wharves, and the Government having ap-
pointed a Royal Commission to make inquirias
ayg regards compensation, will the Governmant
extond the powers of the said Commission to
asecertain whether compensation should be
paid to the wheat buyers on the promises
male by the Prime Minister and aceepted by
the Government regarding their trading in
wheat after the war, and not put into effect
owing to continnance of the wheat pool?

The PREMIER replied:—No.

QUESTION—WHEAT SALES, WEST-
ERN AUSTRALTA’S QUOTA.

Mr. JONES (for Mr. Rocke) asked tho
Premier:—1, What is the quantity of West
Australian wheat included in the 56-million
bushels sold by the Prime Minister (Mr
Hughes) in Great Britain during July of this
year? 2, In view of the statement made in
the Federal Parliament on the 28nd inst., by
the Federn!l Treasurer (Mr, Watt), to the
effect that Mr, Hughes will receive remunecra-
tion for services rendered in connection with
those snles, what is the approximate amount
of money that the people of this State will
have to pay towards Mr. Hughes’ commis-
sion?

The PREMIER replied:—1, Not yet known,
The allocation of the respective States quotas
will probably be determined at the next meet-
ing of the Australian Wheat Board. -2, The
Government does not know of any proposal
to pay Mr. Hughes for services rendered by
him in connection with the sale of wheat,
nor do we believe that any such exists.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING,
1, Coolgardie Goldficlds Water Supply
Loan Aect Amendment.
2, Treasury Bonds Deficiency.
TIntreduced by the Premier.

PAPERS — STATE STEAMSHIP
“EUCLA’S’’ ITINERARY,

Mr. ANGELQO (Gascoyne) [437]: I
move—_

That all files dealing with the sugges-

tion to cxtend the itinerary of the a.s.
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“Euecla’’ to Carnarvon be laid on the
Table of the House.

Members vealisz that for some time past
there has Dbeen a considerable shortage of
shipping for the North-West coast. Some
months back [ asked the manager of the
State Steamship Serviee to supply me with
the timetable of the ss. ‘Jiuela’’ whieh is
trading from Albany to the South-East
ports, and I was surprised to find that two-
thirds of her time she is tied up to the Al-
bany jetty. 1 discussed the matter with the
mannger of the State Steamship Service, and
he agreed that this vessel could be om-
Ployed by extending her run te Cornarvon
onige o month, This would neccssitaic very
little alteration to the mail service on the
South-Fast coast. The Deputy Postmaster
General showed me a protest from the
people at Israelite Bay against the ¢! Fuela®’
being otherwise amployed, but those people
would not have been affeeted to the extent
of one hour per month. Under my proposal
the people of lisperance would have had the
same number of mails during the month, bhut
not quite so regularly as at present. The
effeet to the North-West would have been
considerable so far as the earning capaeity
of the steamer is concerned. At the preseot
time the ‘"Euncla’’ is making n loss of about
£3,000 a year and, if my suggestion wcre
acted upon, that loss would bhe turned into
a profit of probably £3,000 or £4000. Im
addition, the one trip a month would have
been of great advantage to the far Northern
ports because it would have relieved the
“‘Bambra’’ of considerable freight and
saved the time now lost by the vessel going
in and ovt of Shark Bay. The steamer
“‘Bamhra,’’ thus relieved, wonld have been
able to make 12 trips a year instead of 10,
because she now loses two days a trip going
into Shark Bay and unloading cargo at Car-
narvou. She takes 200 or 300 tons of cargo
for Carnarvon every trip, and thus more
space would have been available in the
“Bambra’’ for the North-West porta if the
‘‘Fuela’’ relieved her of this work, The
Minister for Mines, who is in charge of the
Btate Steamship Service, agreed to the sug-
gestion but referved the matter to the De-
puty Postmaster General. I had seen the
Deputy Postmaster General on the matter
and he showed me a long urgent telegram
trom the people of Israelite Bay protesting
against the proposal, but that was the only
objection he could advamee. I showed him
that, according to the suggested timetable,
tke people of Israclite Bay would not have
been affected to the extent of one hour per
month,  The Minister for Mines said he
would do all he possibly could, and I was
surprised a week or twe back when I re-
ceived a letter from him, stating that the
proposition had to be turned down beecause
the Deputy Postmaster General would not
agree to it, I am asking for the files"to be
placed on the Table in order to find out what
the Dcputy Postmaster General has to do
with the matter, The Estimates for the
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Colonial Treasurer’s Department show that
there is a subsidy of £1,150 for the *‘Euela'’
carrying mails te the South-East ports.
Later on I shall ask what that means. From
what I ean gather, the Government are pay-
ing for the subsidising of this boat to carry
mails to the Sonth-East ports. If this is a
faet, I shall want to know what the Deputy
Postmaster Goneral has to do with the mat-
ter. I have not one word to say agninst the
Minister for Mines. He has done all he
could t¢ earry the proposal through; but the
Federal Government or the Deputy Post-
master General is raising objection to it.

Hon. P. Collier: Our Government have a
contract with the Pederal Government for
the earringe of mails, and you eannot move
that ship without their consent.

Mr. ANGELO: T wish to read the files
30 that I can' satisfy myself what reasons
have been advanced against this very good
business propesal. T have no hesitation in
asking the Mouse to agrec to the motion, I
fear this will prove to be another of those
many pinpricks that the State has to suffer
at the hands of the Federal Government.

The PREMIER (Hon., J. Mitchcll—Nor-
tham) [4.43]: I have no objection to plae-
ing the files on the Table. I hope it will he
possible, us the hon. niember said, to get all
those thonsands of pounds for the Treasury,
T shall be very glad to have them.

Mr. Willecock: The ‘‘Euela®’
make them while she is tied up.

The PREMIER: No, If it is found we
can earn these thousands of pounds, I shall
be very pleased and the hon, member will
have proved himself fully justified in mov-
ing the motion.

Question put and passed.

will not

RETURN—PASTORAL LEASES.

Mr., WITLLCOUK (Geraldton) [4.44]: I
move-—

That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing: 1, the acreage and
the value of improvements, where ascer-
tainable, of all pastoral leases outside the
South-Western division within 50 miles on
cither side of the Geraldton-Meekatharra
and Magmet and Sandstone railways, and
within 80. miles of new termini; 2, the
number of sheep, cattle, and horses on all
of the above-mentioned leases.

This is an old wmotion which I think the
Premier will be able to accept without any
difficulty. There has Dbeen considerable con-
troversy as to the ‘area necessary to support
a man in a decent manner in the pastoral
arcags of the Murchison distriet and it is
necessary, in order to be able to discuss the
matter intelligently, to have some authentic
information with regard beth to the areas
leased and the stock running on those areas.
Tt has been stated that about 14 men hold
a million acres each in this particular area
and, on the other hand, there are 20 or 30
men who are able to make a good living
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with holdings of about 30,000 acres. In order
to obtain reliable information on the matter
it s necessary that we should have a return,
I do not want to anticipate a motion ap-
pearing on the Notice Paper immediately
beneath wine. T presume there will be no
objection on the part of the Government to
giving whatever information may be avail-
able, and T do not expect them to go to any
considerable expense in the matter. There
should not be mueh cxpense involved. If I
had the necessary latitude under this motion,
[ should be qunite prepared to debate the
question of resumption, However, if the
Government apree to my motion, T think
there will be no need for that. :

(Hon, J, Mitehell—
Northam) [447]: I do not know that I
need offer objection to the motion. The
word ‘‘ascertainable’’ ia rather & wide
one. I understand that what is wanted is
the area held by each person, the value of
his improvements, and the number of stock
held on his lease. I shall endeavour to
supply the information as soon ns possible.
If it has to be obtained from the bolders
themselves, it will take some time.

Mr. Willeock: All the holders
regiatered,

The PREMIER: I appreciate the hon.
meniber’s motive in asking for the informa-
tion, whieh I shall be very glad to supply.

The PREMIER

are

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [4.49]: If
is only a small matter, but I think we
might as well have the motion correct. The
word ‘‘new,’’ in the sixth line of the
motion, should be ‘‘their.’’ In order to
avoid the risk of misunderstunding on the
part of those who will have to compile the
information and of those who refer to the
matter in future, I move an aumendment—

That the word ‘‘new,’’ in line 6, be
struek out, and ‘‘their’’ inserted in licu.

Amendment pnt and passed; the motion
23 amended agreed to.

MOTION—BASE METALS, SMELTERS.

Mr. MALEY (Greencugh) [452]: I
meve—

That in view of the avowed policy of
the TFederal Government to have refined
within the Commonwealth all base metal
ores, and as in furtherance of that
poliey they have announced their pre-
paredness to advance to this State Gov-
ernment the mecessary eapital for the
erecction of a modern smelting plant, it is
in the opinion of thiz IHouse essential
that these works should be placed in a
central position within this State, and
that the site selected therefor should be
the port of Geraldton.

As hon. members are aware, the Federal
Government bave decided as a matter of
national policy to remove the handicap im-
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posed upon producers of base metals in this
State, and to break down the monopoly
whieh was created by reason of all our base
metal ores being exported to the Eastern
States to be smelted there, and have ex-
pressed a willingness to advanee to this
State sufficient capital for the ergction of
smelting works in Western Australia. De-
centralisation is in my opinion a matter of
eascntial policy for the Commonwealth and
for cach of the individual States, and I
urge that Western Australia should do its
share towards breaking down the system of
centralisation by establishing smelting
works for base metals in the most conveni-
ent situation. It will be within the recol-
lection of all members that the vested in-
terecsts of Perth and Fremantle have pulled
the strings to such an extent that only onme
pert of Western Australia is being utilised
to-day—the port of Fremantle. All products
of the Geraldton district, whether minerals
or wheat or woel, are railed frem that dis-
trict, frequently past the port of Geraldton,
to he shipped via Fremantle, at a consider-
able increase of cost to the producers.
Hon, T. Walker: And to the consumers
also.
Mr., MALEY: ¥Yes. I think the member
for Ronowna (Mr. Walker) will recollect
how the vested interests of Perth and Fre-
mantle have erippled the port of Esperance.
It is absolutely a fact that when the im-
portant Australian firm of Burns, Philp &
Co. were going to establish themselves in
this western State, they first sclected Esper-
ance for that purpose. When the vested in-
teregts of Perth and ¥Fremantle prevented
any devclopment of the port of Esperance,
and any possibility of a railway heing con-
strueted from Esperance to Kalgoorlie, the
firm had another look at the map of West-
ern Australia and saw the port of Geraldton
in the heart of thc State, with the Murchison
goldfields at the back of it. Mesdrs. Burns,
Philp & Co. accordingly established their
sceond branch at Geraldton.  Subsequently
they established themselves in Fremantle,
This is just one instance of how the vested
interests of the capital city have ecrippled
two outports of the State. I fear hon. mem-
bers may think that the question raised by
this motion is one for an engineer to decide,
They will remember that last session the
member for Geraldton {Mr, Willcock) moved
in the dirvection of having State smelters es-
. tahlished at Geraldton. The present pro-
position is not exactly similar to that one.
The present proposition is the outcome of
national poliey, and I suggest it is the duty
of hon. members to see that the poliey of
centralisation is broken down in this State.
At the wish of the House, expressed in the
motion of the member for Geraldton, the
State Mining Engineer has made a report
on the question of the ereetion of a State
smelter at Geraldton. I have perused that
roport, and have found it just as convincing
as the recent report of the Government
Geologist on the Hampton Plains discovery.
The opinion of the State Mining Engineer
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appears to be that the fact of cokc being
necessary for smelting operations makes the
establishment of smelters at Geraldton a
matter of almost prohibitive cost. He ap-
pears to think that it would be better to con-
tinue hauling five tons of lead or copper ore
over 400 or 500 miles of railway, than to
ship to Geraldton the one ton of coke which
is sufficient to flux five tons of ore. Let hon.
members picture to themselves the position
of Geraldton, right in the centre wof the
State, with five seporate lines of . railway
converging upon it. Apart from the Phillips
River field, all the base metal mineral coun-
try in Western Australia is comprised within
the hinterland of Geraldton, or to the north
of that port. These facts must convinee
hon, members that Geraldton is the most
suitable site in the State for the crection of
smelters. It may be contended that the port
of Geraldton is not sufficiently deep to ac-
commodate shipping.

My, O’Loghlen: Whose fault is that?

Mr. MALEY: There was a time when not
o single large stexmer could be hrought into
the Fremantle harbour.

Mr, O'Loghlen: We are with you.

Me. MALEY: It is an absolute faet that
before the outbreak of war 70,000 bags of
wheat have been shipped at Geraldton in one
load, and that number of bags represents
slightly over 5,000 toms. Let it be remem-
bered that dering the submarine erisis of
the war, when the energies of all the allied
countrics were bheing directed to shipbuilding,
the staudard size agreed upon was 5,000
toms. Therefore it is almost begging the
question to say that to-day the port of Ger-
aldton is not suitable for the aeccommodation
of shipping. Another argument which may
be brought agninst the motion i3 that Ger-
aldton lacks a water supply. Tt is an ahso-
lute standing disgrace to Western Auatralin
that a town of the age and the size of Ger-
aldton should have waited 70 years to secure
a decent water supply for the promotion of
its industries and for the establishment of
homes by the people at that port, I am
pleased to say that the difficulty has heen
overcome at last, that rceently it has been
discovered by some enginecrs——

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in discussing the watcr supply of
Geraldton under this motion.

Mr. MALEY: But how can we carry on
any industry without a water supply?

The SPEAKER: The hon, member should
have seen to that when framing his motion.

Mr. MALEY: Water supply is a very
neecegsary, factor in any indonstry. I wish to
deal with the State’s production of base
metals, copper in partienlar, and the source
and value of the produetion. My fighres are
taken from the mining report for 1918 In
that year the value of the production of cop-
per in the State was as follows:—Weat Pil-
bara, £28,061 Peak Hill, £2,480; East Mur-
chison, £1,214; Murchison, £1,794, or a total
value of £34,549. All these fields arc in the
natural zone that would Le served by the
port of Geraldton, with the exeeption of Pil-
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bara, which in the event of samelters being
erected in the southern portion of the State
would bave to send its ore past the port of
Geraldton to Fremantle, The only other cop-
per production in the State is that of the
Phillip’s River field, where smelting facilities
have been provided by the State. The pro-
duction of smelting ore in the Phillip’s River
field in 1918 was valued at £42,978. That is
only slightly in excess of the value of the
eopper ore raised in the distriets behind Ger-
aldton and exported to the Eastern States for
treatment. Having regard to the difficulties
under which they have heen working up there,
it is only reasonable to suppose that if smelt-
ing facilities had been provided, as at Phil-
lip's River, the production would have been
doubled, A new discovery 40 miles east of
Meekatharra has been described as a moun-
tain of eopper, Also copper ore ocenrs in the
Northampton district and again in the Yanda-
nooka mineral area, where certain copper
mining has been done. Unfortunately, the
lIodes there do not go down to any depth, al-
though they are fairly rich on the surface.
In 1918 silver lead ore was produeced
on the Ashburton felds to the value
of £3461. The lead ore production for
the same period in  the Northampton
district was valwed at £176,330, In that
distriet mining ig earried on within 10
miles of the port of Geraldton. It is the only
pertion of the State where mining and agri-
eulture are within so easy a distance of =
port and are in snch close proximity to eaéh
cther. All that production hag been dragged
400 miles to be treated at Fremantle or, alter-
natively, shipped to the Eastern States
through Fremantle. TIn the same year in the
Pilbara district black tin was produced to the
value of £20,984 and at Greenbushes to the
value of £37,653. There is almost the entire
Iength of the State between those two fields,
which is a further argument in favour of
bringing the produet of both fields half way
and establishing the smelter at Geraldton.
There is more availnble flux at Geraldton than
at Premantle. Limestone i3 to be found in fhe
town itself and ic the hills surrounding the
port. Tronstone occurs within seven or eight
miles of the port, Lead, which is used for
flux in the smelting of gold concenfrates, 1s
to be found behind the port of Geraldton,
Coke is the key of the whole position. Un-
fortunately Collie coal is mot a coking coal,
and all the coke has to be brought from the
Tastern States either to the Phillip’s River
smelters or to the smelters at remantle.
When coke i3 being shipped from the Eastern
States 1f is just as praeticable to land it at
Geraldton as to land it in Fremantle. Hon.
members may say that the motion is taking
what may be after all the task of an engineer
and asking the House to accomplish it. But
as I have pointed out, the total produetion
of base metals within the State lies in the
hinterland of Geraldton or north of Gerald-
ton, and if the Commonwealth Goverument
have seen fit in the development of a national
policy to advance the State the money re-
quired for a smelter, it is the State’s duty to
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see that in the selection of & site due com-
sideration is given to the undoubied claim
of the port of Geraldton.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [5.10]: T have
pleasure it supporting the motion. I spent
some little time in the Geraldton Aistriet
when the mines were working at full blaat,
Unfortunately as the result of the prohibi-
tion by the Metals Exchange of the export
of lead, those mines were gshut down. In the
Geraldton district, whieh is one of the oldest
mining distriets in the State, there was a
resuscitation of the industry a year ago,
and it is safe to say that in the opinion of
experts the Surprise mine was unequalled in
prospects by any similar show in Awustralia.
The extent of lead-bearing coontry from
Geraldton north right through the old Nor-
thampton distriet and also up through Ajana
and to Geraldine is of a most extensive
character, and the argument used by the
hon. member that if smelting works were
crected at Gernldten there would be plenty
of ore to keep tho furnaces in constant em-
ployment is undoubtedly well founded. Tt
ig regrettable that in this respect Western
Australin has met the fate that seems to
have dogged her fooisteps in other diree-
tions. While the industry in the Iastern
States bas not suffered to any appreciable
degree by the restrictions placed upon the
industry by the Metal Exchange, in West-
ern Australia sinee the industry was shut
down boeanse of the high smelting charges
at Iremantle, the mines have been at a big
disadvantage. The smelting works at Fre-
mantle are not of an up-to-date character.
While T have in mind some base metal shows
on thoe eastern goldfields, I frankly admit
that Geraldton has the greatest claims to a
smelter. It is essential that this industry
should have similar encouragement to that
meted out to the farming indastry. In my
opinion the motion should commend itself
to cvery hon. member. T regret to find that
this industry recently had to shut down,
though not because of any great fall in the
price of lead.

My, Maley: It is going up to-day.
Mr. GREEN: It is £29 per ton to-day.
Mr. Maley: Forward.

Mr. GREEN: Ii has rarely exceeded £33
a ton, even in war time. The position to-
day, immediately after the war, when we
might have expeetedl a big slump, is really
very satisfactory in regard to prices. From
that we might angur that the future will be
excecdingly promising so far as the lead
mining industiy in Western Australia is eon-
cerned, especially if we can get up-to-dats
smelting facilities. Tt does not require
mich argument from me to econvines every
hon, member in the Chamber, who is inter-
ested in se¢ing that the secondary and pri-
mary industries in the State are puashed
ahead, that they should welecome the motion
moved by the hon. member, in order to show
their appreciation of the idea. I have mueh
pleasure in seconding the motion.
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Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.15] I
have pleasure in supporting the motion. It
must be distinetly understood that one can
only support it in an abstract way. It would
be nonsensical on the part of members not
to apprceiate the many factors which would
lead to the sugcess or non-suecess of smelt-
ing in this country under either favourable
or unfavourable conditions. It was brought
home to me by the remarks of the SBpeaker
himself when he called the member for
Greengugh to order while he was dealing
with one of the main factors in conneetion
with this question, namely that of water in
the distriet,

Mr., Maley:
these matters.

Mr, LAMBERT: I am supporting the
hon. member beeause a water supply is one
of the wmain factors which would affect the
indostry., The water question iz all import-
aut. So, too, is the question of flux and the
question of accessihility. The qucstion of a
central smelter crected to deal with certain
ores in the State iz also all important, One
can only support an abstract motion of this
deseription if these factors are taken into
consideration, and a proper investigation
and report made upon them by responsible
officers,

Mr. Maley:
potential.

Mr., LAMBERT: I helieve that the Ger-
aldton district, on account of its central and
geographical position, particuiarly lends
itself to the erection of smelters. The time
has gone hy for us to’ tinker any longer with
this question. It must be tackled in.a com-
prehensive manner so as to aliow of the
many valuable and varied ores which wa
possess in the State being properly dealt
with. In the Nortbampton district we have
valoable lead deposits. With regard to these
deposits, I would remind hon. members that
the Tasmanian Electrolytic Company only the
ether day, after expending half a million of
mongy in the ercetion of elestrolytic works
for the production of white lead had to send
to Northampton for their supply of lead sul-
phate. This shows that in the production of
white lend a8 o pigment, we have valnable
deposits. T agree that the carliest opportunity
should be taken to impress npon the Federal
Government the necessity for tackling the
base metal industry in this State. It
is shameful that we should have had
to rely upon the Xastern States for so
long for the =amelting of these ores.
It is not long ago that it was locked
upon as a fallagy that we could produce
clectrolytic copper in Australia. The big
copper companics, .after a good deal of
negotiation, agreed amongst themselves to
form a company to produce from the cop-
per matte electrolytic copper. So success-
fully have they done that that it has been
vnnecessary, from the time when the
clectrolytic company whas established, to
gsend any copper matte out of Australia.
The same thing applies to lead. We are a
small ‘State and have not the faeilities to
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smelt base metals. The responsibility of
some definite and eclear policy being an-
novneed in this regard rests with the Min-
ister for Mines. The Federal Governmeat,
in their assumed gencrosity, have stated
that they will find money to gnable us to
ercet central smelters in Western Australia.
Some time ago the Minister for Mines
said that he would get the Dbest pos-
sible information, and go outside the
department to fortify himself with the
necessary faets and figures to enable
him to arrive at a proper decision, if he
could not get the data within the depart-
ment. The House should clearly illustrate
its desire to delay no longer in this econnee-
tion. Our lead ores arc going out of the
couutry and so are our e¢opper ores. In
fnet, from all the base metals which we
produce we get little or nothing other than
the ordinary value of the primary produc-
tion. T lope that hon. memberas will sup-
port the motion and show their desire for
a comprehensive report dealing with this
important matter. Theve are many other
factors which could be touched upon, suech
as subsidiary faectors in the creation of a
ecntral smelter. These could be touehed
upon partieularly as they apply to Gerald-
tou, mueh to its eredit. The member for
Greenough pointed out that it is cheaper to
take one ton of coke to Geraldton than to
cart five or six tons of ore to a central
smelter. That is nbout a fair ratio in the
accepted practice of smelting ordinary base
metals. The Government should be urged
immediately to get the best possible adviece
as to the establishment of the smelter re-
ferred to by the hon. member. There are
not only lead and copper but many other
valuable base metals, which will inerease
the commercinl activities of the State as
they are developed; thercefore, the sooner
we taclkle this question the better. I hope
the Housc will accept anything I may say
in regard to the selection of a site as con-
tingent upon the furnishing of a proper re-
port, and the giving of advice upon the
many factors which would go to make or
mar smelting operations in apy one centre.
1 believe the geographieal position of Ger-
aldton makes it 2 suitable eentre for the
crection of works., At the same time I
kope that the carrying of the motion will
spur on the department to do something,
and, if there are no officers available, that
the Government will go outside the De-
partment and endcavour to show our in-
dependence of the Tostern States. Let
us show the TFederal Government that
we will no longer put up with their intoler-
able attitude towards this State, and that
we arg going to smelt our base metals in
the State if possible. I believe, if this
motion is supported by the full voice of
the House, some tangible good will be the
outcome,

Ron. T. WALKER (EKanowna) [5.26]: If
I were anxious to take a text in Tespeet to
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the metion, it would be from Carlyle, who,
many years ago, wrote—
Produece! produce! produce! Were it
but the pitifulest infinitesimal fraction of
product, produece it! in God’s name!
'Tis the utmost thou hast in thee. Out
with it then! '
‘The objeet of every Treasnver, since the
member for Moore (Sir H. B. Lefroy) oceun-
pied that position, has been to induce the
people of Western Australia to produce.
Production is nothing without the facilitics
for getting the products inte a profitable
market. It is the benefit of production that
i3 to redeem this State. I regard the motion
as a step in that direction. The object is
to have production distributed throughout
the State, and wealth created, not in one
centre where it has to filter through a vast
variety of channels—delaying and oppres-
sive channels.

Mr. Maley: Interecourse between towns,

Hon. T, WALKER: Undoubtedly., And
this in iteelf is a means of distributing
wealth. The object of the hon. member is
to diminish the cost, I take it, of produe-
tion. He proposes to have at Geraldton the
means of creaking wealth, derivable not
only from the ncighbonrhood of Geraldton,
from the lead ficlds and the ecopper fields

about Northampton, but right away
from the Murchison. His proposal, if
earried, will serve Peak Hill, the East
Murehison and the Murchison itself,

and by diminishing the costs it will of course
erable the works to eontinume at a greater
rate. What has been the cause of the de-
eling in our marketing of lead during the
past few years, and zlso in our marketing
of copper? The cost of transit and the
handling between the mines and the smelt-
ing works. During the war, as we are all
aware, we had to take all our bhase metals
eastward to get them to the markets through
channels that were not particolarly sympa-
thetic to Western Australia. Even if they had
- been sympathetic the cost of transit and in-
termediate handling was so great that it did
not pay. We could not produce nnder such
cirenmstances; that wealth was absolutely
lost to vs. T notice in the returns of the Mines
Department, Table 11, the Northampton
mineral field produced lead ore of the valoe
of £176,330 in 1918, Those are not large
figures, thongh at the end of the war period
after the operations of the base metals ex-
change, they reveal to us possibilities. If
we had proper facilities close handy, ten or
even twenty times that yield could be put
on the market and it could be rendered of
service to all who required those metals.
But not only do we lose in aetual wealih to
the extent I have mentioned, and perhaps
twenty times more, we lose also in the em-
ployment of men, and in the building wp of
small towns, We falk of populating the
State and heeoming a great State through
our products when we render it impossible
to go on with production of this character
Iy the marrow spirit of centralisation which
takes everything to Fremantle, or for that
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matter, away to the Eastern States, instead
of Fremantle, Fremantle and the metros
politan ares are suffering from that which
they themselves have cultivated in the past.
This State can never be made great until we
distribute the population and the industries
throogh all the arcas. We must not grow
one hig stomach, so to speak, in JPremantle,
to swallow cverything. We must have divi-
sion. We must cover the country with toil-
ers, with industrial bodies who alone pra-
duce the great wealth which the world en-
joys. We eannot loealise produets if we are
to beecome a State and not a mere little cen-
tralised township. I rejoice in the motion
of the hon. member Dbeeause it points out
hew we are to carry out our policy of pro-
duvetion, build our eorn mills in the country,
and have our manufactures for our wool
where the wool is produced, our towns right
away in our pastoral areas living upon the
wool products of the State and thriving and
becoming prosperous. Build our amclers
where the base metals are most easily pro-
cured, where there is less expense of transit
and of handling, and where all the incidental
agencies connected between the mines and
the smelters arc to be found. Carry out that
policy and we will make it then possible to
have the whole of Australia a hive of busy
toilers, wliereas we must exhaust our possi-
bilities if we centre everything in one city
or in one district. This is a poliey that we
should support if we want to see Western
Australia and not a particular constituency
go ahead at the expense of others, There
must also bé some driving foree in the As-
sembly applicd te every Government that
comes in to carry out this policy of makimg
every part of the State presperouvs and not
making one seetion a mere sponge to exbauat
the vitality of all others. If there be any
virtue in the metropolis at all it should be
in distributing impulse to outlying districts
and stimulating them, encouraging tham,
fostering them, and building them up. That
is the true way of building a nation, An
advantage is that the proposed smelters will
be near the source of supply. An advantage
also is in being elose to a port which I hope
will rival Fremantle, because, if it rivals
Fremantle, it must benefit Fremantle. Every
spot that is prosperous in Western Auatralia
radiates its prospérity. It cannot confine
prosperity to itself, Therefore, if Gerald-
ton becomes a rival port of Fremantle, if
its harbour be made and ships go there to
carry away the metals, and if factories are
built there, and a large population cxtends
there, we shall have the means of interchange
and of . reciprocity between port and port,
and it will be the whole of Australia instead
of this little centre that will go ahead and
become prosperous. By decentralisation we
encourage the cirenlation of the life-blood of
the econmunity, interdependent of all the
parts, each part strengthened by the outly-
ing part, every part sirengthening every
other, and every single one depending upon
the. strength of the rest, and growing to
grandenr and prosperity, I hope we shall
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get the wmotion through and that we shall
not stop there. We must make it imperative
that the Government pursue a poliey of de-
centralisation, that we do not leave the coun-
try merely te the farmers, that we do not
leave Geraldton a mere ealling port for the
North-West

Mr. Willeock: Not even a calling port.

Hon. T. WALKER: But that we shall in
every conscious pathway open to us build wp
our industries, secondary as well us primary,
right away to the farthest borders of our
eivilisation. Let me hope that when the
times comes, no member will forget the pos-
sibilities of other ports that are equally
neglected.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [5.42]: As
the member for Greenough said, there will be
no diffieulty in obtaining support for this
motion. It gives me pleasure to support it and
T hope the outeome will be the starting of the
industry in Geraldton. During last session
members will no doubt remember that T moved
practically a similar motion. The object was
to induce the Government to start a State
smelter at Geraldton. During the debate on
that motion an amendment was moved to the
effect that a full report be obtained in con-
nection with the matter, and T asked the then
Minister for Mines that if the report stated
that the smelter was found to be justified in
Geraldton, whether he would proceed to erect
it forthwith. I also said at that particular
time that the base metal indusiry of Western
Australia was absolutely in the hands of the
Fremantle Trading Company, and if they
liked to close down or make their charges
prohibitive they could stop the mining of base
metals in the State. Throngh the shortsight-
edness of the Government in not taking some
steps to erect amelters at Geraldton at that
time we find now that the whole of the base
metal industry in  Western Australia has
been crippled.

Mr. Hudson: Do you ascribe it to that
only? It is the same all over Australia,

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is not exactly the
same now, Had the Government gone on with
a proper refinery at Geraldton, when the necas-
sity for it was established, the distriet would
bave been producing lead ore at the present
time, and we would not have had to face a
speetacle of seeing 700 or 800 men thrown
out of employment and having to elear out to
other parts of the State. The motion last
yvear was amended so that a full report might
be called for, but apparently nothing of the
kind was done. When the motion was origiy-
ally moved, a report by the State Mining En-
gineer in condemnaticn of the proposal was
brought forward, and that report is the only
ono whiel has been received up to date. That
report was dated the 15th Oetober, and the
motion was carried on the 6th December.
But the good which should have resulted
from the full and free discussion has mnot
been attained, because no report has been
prepared in the terms of the amended motion.
The present Minister for Mines, when asked
if a report had been obtained, replied ip the
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affirmative, but when the report wasg laid on
the Table of the House, I found it was an
obsolete report which was obtained a weok
after the original motion was moved in the
Houge. The most important feature of this
proposal is the geographieal pesition Gerald-
ton occupies in relation te the base metal
industry. Base metals are being produced in
the far North. We bhgve the Whim Creek
copper deposits and deposita of cop-
per at Meekatharra and beyond. We
have copper at Arrino, and we have lead
in about ten different loealities within 50 or
60 miles of Geraldton, some of which deposits
are payable and some of which, with en-
couragement by the erection of an up to date
smelting plant, will develop into pavable
propositions, The objection to the erection of
the smelter at Geraldton last year was that
therg was a plant at Fremantle capable af
dealing with the base metals production vf
Western Australia. That plant has now been
cloged down oa aceount of it bLeing not up
to date and incapable of properly refining the
ore.

Mr. Hudson: Is that a facty

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes. A proper refining
plant should be erceted at Geraldton. Tha
policy of the Federal Government, as enunei-
ated by the Prime Minister and whbich effec-
tually murdered the base metal industry in
thig district, was that no ore or metals of any
description should be permitted to leave Aus-
tralia exeept in a properly refined condition.
The IFremantle works eould not refine the
base metals to suit the reguirements of the
Federal Government, and therefore could not
continne, The ores then had to be sent to
the Eastern States, and it was found that the
freight charges were so high that the sehemo
was unprofitable, and the industry had feo
close down. We have heard 2 good decal dur-
ing the past 12 or 18 months about repatria-
tion. This is one means Whereby we can
repatriate at least 1,000 men, If the Federal
embargo were lifted, there would be suffi-
cient mining development and sufficient ex-
pansion of other related industries at Gerald-
ton to employ 1,000 men. Some men would
be engaged on the lime deposits in the vie-
inity of QGeraldton. There is plenty of
flux in the district aud the charcoal
and other industries incidental to the
refining of the ore would all require
Inbour and would abserb 1,000 men in
a very short space of time. The Common-
wealth, before giving permission to carry on
the industry, are secking to. impose a condi-
tion that each proprietor or owner of a lead
mining show shgall guaraptee to take shares
in the plant propesed to be erected and to
beeome a member of the Metal Exchange.
The membetabip, of that exchange or combine
as I prefer to, call it, costs £500. That is a
congiderable sim for any small mine owner,
aud the money could be much better ox-
pended in the development of a mine than in
joining 2 eombjue where we should have no
represeptatign worth apegking of, owing to
being ountnumbered, by the DEastern States
magngtes. The Meta] Pxchange impose a
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charge on the export of lead ore in
its refined state of one per cent.
That is a disgraceful state of affairs and
should not be tolerated. No Government
shonld permit an industry to be handicapped
in that way. We talk about freedom of
trade and of confract, and yet we give the
producers of one of our most important in-
dustries over to the tender mercies of a
combine of Eastern States mining ' represen-
tatives, who do no} care a rap for Western
Australia or its interests. The member for
Kanowna (Mr, Walker)
tralisation. He has had bitter experience
of centralisation at Fremantle and of Es-
perance being deprived of the goldfields trade
whieh rightly belonged to it. Something
similar appliea to Geraldton, It should be
the policy of the Government to develop every
portion of the State, and not one particular
centre. By establishing this industry, we
should provide employment and enable
young people to obtain employment in the
town where they were born and bred. When
a youth reaches the age of 14 or 15 years,
he has to clear out of Geraldton and go back
to the Murchison mining, or take up shearing
or gome of the other industries connected
with wool; or else he has to be content to
stand behind a counter. These are about the
only outlets for his industry, Consequently,
when a family of boys reich a work-going
age, the parents bave to clear out of the
place and thus this policy of centralisation
progresses. These boys are willing and able
to work in decent and profitable employment
in the town, and yet they have to leave the
place in searech of employment. This is an
opportunity for the Government to show
their carnestness in carrying cut a decentrali-
sation policy-

UMr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow the hon.
member to diseuss the question of decen-
tralisation.

Mr., WILLCOCK: I was working round
to the point that the Government would
have an opportunity té bring about decen-
tralisation by establishing this indnstry and
thus provide employment for men in the dis-
triecs, There has been no opposition to the
proposal so far. 1 delayed speaking earlier
in order to be in a position to answer any
opposition which might have been advanced.
I could have given many reasons which I
advanced last session to show that Gerald-
ton is the omly place where refining works
for the base metal industey should be es-
tablighed.

Mr. JONES (Fremantle} [5.55]: I would
not have spokon on this motion but for the
unwarranted and unchivalrous attack made
by the member for Coolgardie (Mr, Lam-
bert) on the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin) during his absence.
The member for Coolgardie referred to the

member for North-Bagt Fremantle as being

parochial

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for North-
East Fremantle is not under discussion,

spoke about cen- .
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Mr. JONES: The motion deals with the
establishment of smelting works in the
northern districts and, in dealing with the
niotion, the member for Coolgardie affirmed
that anyone who dared to digpute that smelt-
ing worka should be established in that par-
ticular distriect was purely parochial. Owing
to his attack upon the member for North-
East Fremantle, 1 feel called upon te reply.

Mr. SPEAEKER: I heard the spesch of

the member for Coolgardie and he did not
make any attack at all,
- Mr, Lambert; On a point of order, I
request that the hon. member for Fremantle
withdraw those remarks. I made no attack
at all upon the member for North-East Fre-
mantle.

Mr. JONES: If the member for Coolgardie
is prepared to shelter himgelf behind your
ruling, I shall not attack his defenceless
body. It appears to me that practically
every point which has been advanped in
favour of the motion has been purely against
private enterprise in the smelting industry.
With the exception of the illuminating re-
morks of the member for Kanowna (Mr.
‘Whalker), the whole debate has been purely
and simply an attack upon the Fremantle
smelting works, which are conducted by pri-
vate enterprise.

Mr, Maley: They were never mentioned.

Mr. JONES: I do not way that they
have . been . mentioned, but there iz no
doubt in the minds of members to what par-
tienlar matter the mover of the motion and
other speakers have referred.

Mr, Hudson: The member for Geraldion
said the Fremantle smelters were not com-
petent to deal with the ore.

Mr. JONES: Quite so. The member for
Coolgardie knows full well there is no more
parochial member than himself in the House.
No man would be more parochial in the in-
terests of his own distriet if he knew where
his own distriet was.

Mr. TLiambert interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not continue to discuss other hou.
members’ constituencies and parochialism,

Mr. JONES: Then I muost ask for your
protection from the inane interjeections of
the memwber for Cooigardie,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber mus{ withdraw the remark regarding
inane interjections.

Mr. JONES: I withdraw, The whole ar-
gument has been against the - privately-
owned smelting works, and the way in which
ore is treated at the present time.

Mr, Maley: No, you are wrong.

Mr. Lambert: You are thinking of frees-
ing works,

Mr. JONES: The argument has been in
favour of cstablishing a State refinery at
Geraldton because the plant at Fremantle is
incapable of dealing with the ¢re produced.
It appears that since this ore has to be
transported over a privately-owned railway
and treated af privately-owned works, hom.
members would introduce the argument that
all would be well if only State works were
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established at Geraldton, Whist the policy
of decentralisation is highly commendable,
the port of Geraldton can never hope to
rival the port of Fremantle. Geraldton lacks
the natural facilities.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The ports of
Fremantle and Geraldton arc not uader dis-
<cussion, I want the hon. member to under-
stand that if T allow him to coutinue on his
present lines, then if other hon. members
attack the port of Fremantle I shall not be
in a position to object to it. I have listened

to the debate closely, and the question hinges,

upon the necd for erecting a modern smelt-
ing plant at Geraldton and wpon the advan-
tages offered in that connection by the close
proximity of Geraldton to the ore-bearing
districts.

Mr. JONBES: No member has yet put
forward a valid argument why the port of
Geraldton should be the site of the proposed
works. Until sueh an argument is advanced,
I shall be unable to support the motion.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [63]: I am
pleased to sopport the motion of tlie mem-
ber for Greenough, Geraldton is well situ-
ated geographically for the ercction of an
up-to-date smeiting plant to treat base metal
ores from the central Murchison and east
Murchison fields and from the North-West.
We know there are some good copper pro-
positions in the Yalgoo, Coe, Peak Hill, and
Meekatharra districts, many of which are
at present closed down on account of exces-
sive handling charges Ore must be classi-
fied as yielding 25 per cent. before it can
be bagged and sent to Port Kembla. The
establishment of smelters at Geraldton would
cpable all the propositions in question to be
worked. We are out to assist the mining
industry, and here i3 an opportunity to do
something tangible. Again, there are the
lead mines of the Northampton distriet to
be considered. We know that that district
has sent a Targe guantity of lead ore to Fre-
mantle for treatment. Various speakers have
mentioned that after treatment at Fremantle
this ore must be scut to the Eastern Stafes
to be refined. Now, anyone wishing to join
the Metal Exchange must pay £500 entrance
foe, and one per cent. is charged by the ex-
¢hange on all ore leaving Australia. These
are heavy imposts on the base metal indus-
try of our Siate. I am pglad of the oppor-
tunity afforded us by this motion to do some-
thing towards the establishment of the
smelting industry in a distriet well sitvated
for it geographically. It is at all times a
pleasure to me to help towards the opening
of another port. Though centralisation may
have nothing to do with the subject of this
motion, we know that every opportonity is
spized to eentre all things in Perth and Fre-
mantle. The cgtablishment of up-to-date
amelting works at Geraldfon will lend a
strong impetus to base metal mining, and
therefore I have mueh pleasure in support-
ing the motion.

On wmotion by the Attorney General, de-
bate adjourned.
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MOTTON—WHEAT PRODUCTION,
PRICE. GUARANTEE.

Debate resumed from the 15th Qetober
on the motion by the member tor Moore
(8ir H. B. Lefroy), as amended—

‘“That in the opinien of this House it
is in the best interests of Australia that
a sum of Js, per bushel at the various
sidiugs should be guaranteed to growers
of wheat by the Commonwealtl Govern-
ment for a term of five years, ’?

Mr. JOHNSTON  (Williams-Narrogin)
[6.8]: Tt appears to me that the motion
maoved by the member for Moore (Sir H.
B. Lefroy) is preferable to the amend-
meng proposed by the member for Green-
ough (Mr. Maley). The motion, if carried,
would be a mandate to the Government of
this State to act in the direction of giving
the wheat growers of Weatern Australia
the desired minimum guarantee, On the
other lhand, the amendment represents
merely a pious wish that the Pederal au-
thorities should act,

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment has al-
ready been carried. The hon. member must
diseuss the motion as amended, as it now
appears on the Notice Taper,

Mr, JOHNSTON: In that ecase I am very
much afraid that we shall look to the Fed-
ernl authorities in vain. It i3 ensy for us
to ask the Federal authorities to do some-
thing that this Parliament itself has power
to do. It is an eagy matter to pass our res-
ponsibilities on to the Federal Government,
and then shelve the matter by renson of
their inaction, T am not sanguine that the
Commonwealth Government will take tha
aetion which this motion asks them to
take, Tn the past we have too often
lupked to the Federal anthorities in wvain
ag regards the hest interests of Western
Aunstralia, Undoubtedly it is quite practie-
able for either the Federal or the State
Government to grant the wheat growers the
relief asked for in this motion, During
the war period wheat growing has been
kept alive partially by the fact that guar-
antees of this nature have been afforded to
those engaged in the industry. When T
saw this motien had been moved by an ex-
Premier of the State, iny feeling was one
of support comhined with regret that the
hon, gentleman did not a few wmonths ago,
when he was Premier of thiz State and had
the cpportumity to de what his knowledge
told him was necessary, give that guaran-
tee askod for in the motion Which he so
ably snbmitted to the House. Had the
member for Moore taken such action at
that time, I am eertain that wheat growing
thronghout the State wonld have received
a strong stimulus, Practical farmers iu
this House know that a guarantee, in order
to be really effective in regard to inercas-

_ing the area of cropping, must be given at

least two years ahead. Ne doubt that is
the veason why the mover has nsked for a
guarantee covering five years. Western
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Australia hos a good crop this season. The
agsurance of the price of 53. per bushel at
the siding came at the last moment, came
too late to influence one acre of cropping
this year. The ounly influence it ecan have
cxereised would be as regards eatting for
wheut instend of hay, I venturc te say
that the rvesult of a five years guarantee
would surprise even the optimistic Premier
of the day, who will delight in the millions
of bushels that will be added to our an-
nual return of wheat, In this Chamber,
which has always given sympathetic con-
gideration to the requircments of the wheat
grower in particular, it is unnecessary for
me to emphagise the value of the wheat
growing industry to the people of this
State. More than any other industry we
have in Western Australin does the work
of tle wheat grower bring business and
profit and prosperity to every section of
the community. In the past, unfortunately,
the profit and prosperity have been brought
to all scctions except the wheat grower
himsetf. Perhaps the wheat grower and his
wife and family have profited least of all
from his labour. In good sezacns we found
the railways busy transporting wheat, and
the townships in the wheat arcas humming
with industry, Every one, from the village
blacksmith to the storekeeper, was provided
with work and business as the resvlt of the
wheat grower’s industry. But the wheat
grower and his family, T repeat, profited
least of all. T trugt the Federal Govern-
ment will give the guarantee suggested by
the motion as amended, but if they fail to
do so, I hope the State Government will
view the carrying of the motion as an in-
dieation that it is the wish of this House
that the guarantee shall be given by them
to the Western Australian swheat grower.
I have already said that the guarantee, in
order to be effective, should bo for a peried
of at least twe ycars. This is necessary in
order that the land may be fzllowed and
cropped fully, T the price is guarantecd
for a number of seasons, then, adopting
for the moment the role of the present Pre-
mier, I venture to prophesy in that gentle-
man’s optimistic vein that Tbefore five
years are up the annwal wheat return of
Westorn Australia will amount te at least
50 millions of bushkels.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.0 pm.

Mr. JOENSTON: Before tea I predicted
that, given good seasons and the proposed
gnarantee of the price of wheat in the
terms of the motion, our wheat crop would
be incrensed from the standing record of
1916, when it reached 18,236,355 bushels, to
figures of about 50 million bushels by the
end of the five years’ guarantee. T mneed
not labour the effeet this would have on the
prosperity of the State, but in view of our
present finaneial position I  wventure to
point out that this guarantee would bring
about = marked improvement in the
finances of Western Australia, We know
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that when confronted by a deficit or other
difficulties, it has been the policy of sue-
cessive Governments of Western Australia
to appeal to the farming community to
produce, produce, produce, to assist the
country out of its troubles, and bon. mem-
bers will remember how suceessfully Sir
Henry Lefroy carried that slogan of pro-
duce, produee, produce, throughout Western
Australia two years ago. Notwithstanding
that, we find that the deficit bas increased
in an appalling fashion. No policy of re-
trenchment has been undertaken, and those
of us who from time to time have asked for

cconromy in administration in both the
State and TFederal arenas find that our
vojces are as lone veieces erying in the

wilderness. The present Government evi-
dently pin their faith to a policy of in-
ereased produetion rather than to one of
retrenchment and severe economy, such as,
in view of the financial position, many of
ng think will be necessary. I am at one
with the Government in their desire for a
policy of production. 1 ask them to make
that pelicy effective by such a guarantee as
that proposed in the terms of the motion. T
believe that this guarauntee, if given effect
te, will lift the State out of her present
unfortunate financial position better than
can any other action of the Government.
I should Tike to point out, from the recent
figures showing the decline both in the
wheat yicld and in area under crop in this
State, that there is obsolute need for some
encouragement to the wheatgrower, unless
we arc prepared to view with equanimity
the severe decline in the area cropped year
by year. In 1916 Western Australia reached
the record of 1,734,117 acres under wheat;
in 1917 this had decreased to 1,566,608
aeres; in 1918 it had decreased to 1,249,762
ncres, whilst the forecast for this season
was only 1,165,020 acres, This is a decrease
in four years from 1,734,117 acres to
1,165,020 acres. We eannot calmly sit here
and see the area under crop in wheat de-
cline in four years by nearly 600,000 acres,
or almost one-third of the area which was
cultivated four years agoe. In regard to
production, I am sorry to say the figures
are even worse, In 1916 we produced
18,236,355 bushels of wheat; in 1917 we
produced 16,108,216 bushels; in 1018 the
figureg were 9,303,787 bushels; a deeline in
production of just 50 per cent. in three
years, whilst the foreenst for this year is
10,834,686 bushels, a forecast whieh, I
think, will be more than realised. How-
ever, in four years our wheat production
will have declined from 18,236,355 bushels
to 10,834,686 bushels. Not only do these
figures show the necessity for the encour-
agement of the wheatgrower, but when we
look at the figures relating to the defieit
we find that it bas gone on increasing in a
ratio eorresponding in some degree to the
decrease in the wheat yield. This shows
the importance of this industry to Western
Australia, Hon. members must be alarmed
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on knowing that both the area under wheat,
and the production of wheat have deereased
go muech. It is our duty to do something in
the matter. Nothing more tangible, more
effective, or more substantial kas been
brought forward to ¢ope with the problem
than the preposed guarantee. If the guar-
antee i9 not given, the people of Western
Australia will continue to see some of the
richest wheat lands in the State, whieh
ought to be cultivated and cropped each
year, turned to the more luerative purpose
of raising shesp. That iz the tendency at
the present time. The price for wool is
agsured. The area under crop in wheat is
rapidly deciining, and the Government can
stem that decline and bring the State back
to prosperity by such a guarantee as that
proposed in the motion. There is little risk
in guarguteeing the price. High prices for
produce seem assured, and no one wonld
wish this State, or the Commonwealth, to
give a guarantee that was not a reasonable
one. During the war period the United
States have actually given a guarantee of
9s. 2d. per bushel for the production of
wheat, which is a very large amount com-
pared to the sum the wheatgrowers of
Western Australia require to keep their in-
dustry poing. In asking for thia guarantee
we are only asking for a living wage for
the wheatgrower. To all other classes of
the community a living wage is readily
conceded by the community. We on these
benches are always prepared to assist any
section of the community to obtain a living
wage, and suraly, in view of the import-
ance of the wheat industry to this State,
as cvidenced by the figures I have quoted,
the eommunity iz under an obligation to
give the farmer the same living wage by
means of a guaraniee. We are already
familiar with the guarantee system, which

has been in operation during the war
period. The risk is infinitesimal. The
wheatgrower cannot afford to take a

smaller guarantee, and we ask the commu-
nity to come to hig resene in this respeet.
In view of the faet that the communmity
reaps the main benefit through the produe-
tion, we feel that this is a rensonable re-
quest to put forward, not in the interests
of the wheatgrower, but in the interests of
the community and the State as a whole.
Withont this guarantee I warn the Govern-
ment that we shall see the richest whent
lands in Western Australia being devoted
more and more as the years pass to the
production of wool and sheep rather than
to coltivation, The amount of the gnar-
antee agked for will probably be largely
exceeded in the world’s market, and in
view of that I hope the Government will
not only accept the motion bni will at the
earliest possible date send it to the Prime
Minister for consideration and attention,
with the whole force and weight of the
Parliament of Western Anstralia behind it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [7.43]: We can
best reach our objective by my moving an
amendment to insert before ‘‘Common-
wealth’’ in line 6 the words ‘‘State and.”’

Mr, SPEAKER: That amendment has
already been dealt with. The hon. member
can add the words to the motion, but he can-
not insert them at the point he indicates.
‘State’’ has already been struck out, and
‘“Commonwealth’* substitufted. The hon.
member cannot insert ‘‘State’’ again,

Mr, HARRISON: Can I add to the mo-
tion the words ‘‘with the assistance of the
State?’?

Mr. SPEAKER: The House has already
decided that the Commonwealth Government
should Dbe responsible, ‘‘State’’ was strueck
out.

Point of Order,

Mr, Johnston: On a poiut of order! The
word ¢‘Btate’’ was not in the original mo-
tion, which read—*‘That in the opinion of
this House it is in the best intcrests of West-
ern Australin that o sum of 5s. per bushel
should be guaranteed to growers of wheat
for a term of five years.”” It is left open
as to who should give the guarantee.

Mr. Speaker: What does ¢¢Western Ans-
tralia’’ meanf?

Mr. Johmston: The original motion did
not say by whom the guarantee should he
given.

Mr. Speaker:
the motion?

Mr. Johnston: There was not complete
sense in it at that stage.

Mr. Speaker: I think the sense of the
motion was that the State should be respon-
sible. This wxas struck out, and the <‘Com-
monwealth Government’’ inserted, which
meant the Commonwealth Government in-
stead of the State Government. The hon.
member would not be in order in inserting
the words ‘‘State Government.’’ .

The Premier: Would not the hon. member
be in order in adding words, after the word
‘‘State,’” ‘‘and that the State Government
be asked to join in the puarantec’’?

Mr. Speaker: The House has deecided that
no obligation should rest upon the State by

Then what is the sense of

striking out ‘‘Western Australin’’ and
putting in  ‘‘the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.’? **Western Australia’’ there stands

for the State Government, I take it, and it
is a direction to the State Government to
guarantee the 5s. per bushel for a certain
period; but ‘*Western Australia’’ is stroek
out with the object of placing that obliga-
tion upon the Commonwealth Government.

Debate resumed.

Sir H. B. LEFROY (Moore—in reply)
[747]: T am sorry to hear from my hon.
friend that in his opinion there was no sense
in the original motion.

Mr. Johnston: I said it was not complete.

Sir H. B. LEFROY: The original mo-
tion was ‘‘that in the opinion of this Houge
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it was in the best interests of Western Aus-
tralia that a sum of 5a. per bushel should be
guaranteed to growers of wheat for a term
of five years.’”” That is a sensible motion.
If this House affirms the principle, the Gov-
ernment of the day would then have to de-
cide what should be dene in the matter,
whether the State pshould take it up or
whether they should approach the Common-
wealth Government. I prefer the motion as
it was originally introduced. It was more
flexible in that way than in the House offer-
ing the opinion that the Commonwealth
should give this guarantee. I wish to affirm
the principle that it is in the best interests
of Western Australia that the grarantee of
55. a bushe! should be given for five years
to the growers of wheat. The main object
has been lost sight of. It was not intended
to henefit the individnal, though it would do
50, but to beuefit the State. T stated when
moving the motien that, with the Jarge
amount of alienated land, and land in pro-
cess of alienation in Western Australia, it
was to be regretted that so much of it was
unimproved. If the country were improved
and made to grow wheat, it would be made
to earry more grass. In no other way ecan
the people of the country be induced to im-
prove the land as it should be improved. It
i3 said that people can he forced to improve
their land by taxation, but I do not believe
in that method. What we want to do is to
stimulate the industry of wheat growing, so
as to get our land cleared and improved.
Reference has heen made to the fact that
the pold miners are not guaranteed. One
hon. member gaid that if the gold miner were
pguaranteed £5 an ouonce for hizg gold he
would vote for the motion. What makes
old mining attractive is that the price
i3 guargnteed. We have a standard value
placed upon gold, which is the only thing
on which there is a standard valoe. That is
what creates that ‘‘cursed hunger for gold.’’
The gold miner knows that no matter what
happens he will get £4 2s. 6d. an ounee for
fair average quality gold. No matter how
much he may produce, he eannct flood the
market, Tt is not like wheat growing, apple
growing or potate growing. That 1a what
gives & fascination to gold mining. Tt is not
the colour of the metal that attracts people,
but its value, What I want to do is to stimn-
late the wheat growing industry in order to
attract people to it, and not only to grow it
but to improve the country and the national
agset by giving them some guarantee that no
matter what happens they will get a fair
value for their produce. If it were possible to
give effeet to the motion, I maintain that the
advantages to Western Australia would be
inealeulable, We have an almost totally un-
developed ¢onntry. One third of Australia is
in Western Australin, although a large ex-
tent of this country could not be utilised for
agricultural purposes. Inmside the agricultural
areas, however, there is an enormous extent of

country which can and ought to be improved.

It is only by offering some ineentive such as
this that people will be induced to clear their
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land and grow wheat upen it, and so make
it more profitable than it was in its natural
state. Reference has been made to the United
Btates, I know that a guarantee iy given
there, but it is only fair to say that the
position in Australia is very differsnt from
that in the United States. I think a guaran-
tee was givon there to induce the people to
grow wheat in order to feed the communmity.
My object herc is not to induce people to
grow wheat, to feed the community, but to
induce them to improve the land by growing
wheat upon it, I have heard it stated by peo-
ple who own land that at a price of 3s.
bushel they do not intend to continue growing
wheat, but prefer to graze sheep on the land in
itg unimproved ecoudition. I do not want to
gec that. T want to see the land improved,
The earrying capacity of the country, after
it i3 ecultivated and wheat grown upon it, is
quadrepled, That must he of advantage to
Western Australia, 1 would prefer to see a
prineiple such as this carried into effect rather
than that the people should be assisted
throngh the Industries Assigtance Board or
other institntions similar to that. I would
do away with all that sort of thing. T would
gee that we offered 5s, a bushel to the farmer
for his wheat. The man who cannot grow
wheat profitably at 5s. a bushel should go oft’
the land and make room for someone else.
That would bhe of greater advantage to the
State as well as to the individual. Whether
this motion will have any effect or not it ia
not for me to say. I am pleased to have an
expression of opinion from hon. members, and
feel confident that if a principle such as this
were adopted and carried inte effect it wonld
give a greater stimulus to agriewlture and
would benefit the country more than anything:
else could possibly do. I moved the motion
in the interests of the State, because it is only
by a gnarantee of this sort that people will
he induced to improve their land in the way
it should be impraved for the benefit of the
State. Twelve months ago a large number
of farmers were beibg discovraged by cer-
tain people from growing wheat. Some said
they would get nothing for their wheat. I
Aid gverything I conld, through the Press and
by other means, to encourage people to grow
wleat, and I am pleased to say that my ad-
vice has had some good effect upon the far.
mers. In view of the position I oceupied af
the time, the farmer had some confidence that
in offering this advice I had surc grounds to
gc upon, I had not the control over the
seasons that the present Premier appears io-
have. I wasg not alile to turn on the tap as
successfully as he has been able to do. When
I attempted to do so T put on too much
and rather spoilt the crops than otherwise.
I am pleased that my successor has been able
to pour down on the agricultural arcas rains
at the proper time and in proper quantitios,
such as he has been able to do during this
year. I did all I could to encourage the far-
mer to go on growing wheat, and I am con-
fident that he is reaping the benefit of the
good advice I gave him at the time,
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Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Armistice did
more.

Sir H. B. LEFROY: T beliecve that wheat
for seme years to comecwill be of a fairly
high value. The man on the land is not in as
close touch with what is going on in the
world as are hon, members and people living
in the City. No one is more shy than the
farmer about making experiments. He al-
ways wantg to fcel that there is some cer-
tainty of siccess to follow the work that he
has in hand, A guarantee like this would
have a good effect in helping Western Aus-
traliz out of its present pesition, We must
produce. If we cannct do fhat Western Awus-
tralia eannof go ahead, My desire is to en-
couarage the peeple of the State to prodnee.
No matter in what way production takes
place, it must be of benefit to the State. 1
hope the diseussion will do good, and that
something will be dong in future to earry out
the prineiple embodied in the original motion.
‘The motion as amended does not carry out
the views I have on the subject as weil as
the notion I first submitted to the House,
I thank hon. members for the way they
have dealt with the motion, and T trust that
the people of Western Australin may in the
future reeeive greater inducement to clear
the eountry and subdue the wilderness and
make the land profitable for themselves and
for the State as well. -

Question as amended put and a division
called for.

The Hounse divided.

Mr. SPEAKER: I declare the motion
carried, as therc is only one hon. member
voting No,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Will T be in order
in moving that the resolution be forwarded
to the Prime Minister?

Mr. SPEAKER:
move at this stage that it be forwarded to
the Legislative Council for their concurrence.

Mr. B, B, JOHNSTON (Williams-Narro-
gin) [8.5]: I move—

That the resolution be transmitted by
message to the Legisiative Council and
their concurrence desired therein,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.6]: I
sccond the motion.

Question put and passed.

MOTTION-—STATE SMELTING WORKS,
TREATMENT OF ORES.

Order of the Day read for resnmption of
debate from 10th September on wmetion by
the member for North Perth (Mr. Smith)—

““That Subelanse (2} of Regulation 16,
for the treatment of anriferous copper ores
at the State Smelting Works, Phillips

River, under ‘‘The Mining Development

Act, 1902, and laid upon the Table of -

the House on the 31st July, 1919, be dis-
allowed.”’

The hon, member can

[ASSEMBLY.]

On motion by Mr. Davies, debate ad-
jonrned. :

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 1).
Order discharged.

Mr, MULLANY (Menzies) [8.8]: As I
understand that I can attain the obhjeect I
had iu view when I introduced this Bill, by
submitting an amendment to a similar Bill
which has sinee been introduced by the At-
torney CGeneral, T desire to move—

That the Order be discharged from the

Notice Paper.

Question put and passed, the Order dis-
charged.

BILL — MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Mr, Mungie in the Chair; Hon. W, C.
Angwin in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clanse 3—Amendment of Seetion 49:

Mr. PILKINGTON: The subject-matter
of this clause was discussed at considerable

length o few evenings ago when the Road
Distriets Bill was before the House, and

. there is therefore mo need to go over the

same ground., The question is one on which
the Minister for Works expressed himself
strongly, and I have no doubt the Govern-
ment will follow up the attitude of the Min-
ister and take a stand in regard to the
matter. I move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘and by omitting the
wordy ‘and if the district is divided into
wards, on the clectoral roll for every ward
in which any such land is situated’ ’? be
struck out.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
must have misunderstood the statement
made by the Minister for Works, who de-
clared that while he was opposed to the one
vote system, he would limit the number of
votes, The Act provides that a person may
exercise two votes for cenncillor in cach
ward of a muuicipality. In Perth there are
eight wards, and a person who owned pro-
perty of a certain value in each ward wounld
be entitled to have 18 votes.

The Attorney General:
many vofes given originally?

Fon. W. C. ANGWIN: T cannot teil the
Attorney General. T do not know where this
provision was taken from, and I cannot un-
derstand why we in Australin, who boast of
onr democracy, should have any different
system in regard to the election of mayor
and councillors from that prevailing in other
parts of the world. .

Mr. Pilkington: The qualification in Eng-
land is much higher, ]

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: It varics. It is
possible to become a mayor of some borough

Why were so
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by owning property of a rateable value of
£15. Many of the old boroughs in England,
however, have been brought into existence by
charter, but so far as the ratepayer is con-
cerned he is only allowed one vate. This gues-
tion has nothing te do with the qualifiecation
of a ecandidate. The Municipalities Act hag
for many ycars provided that so long us a
person is a ratepayer he is qualified to become
a candidate for any office in the munieipality.
This is entirely a question of the number
of votes a ratepayer shall bhave. It is diffi-
cult to alter the qualification and it is more
difficult to deprive a person of any power
he has possessed in the past, These remarks
remind me of the words of the Archbishop
reported in to-day’s Press that the greatest
enemies we have to contend with are those
who do not desire to change. The people
of this State desire a change in this diree-
tion. The member for Perth (Mr. Pilking-
ton), in dealing with this question on the
Road Districts Bill, said there is no reason
why we should fellow the example of other
countries, Lf other countries have found the
system beneficial, we shall not go far wrong
in following their example. I do not admit
that, because a man owns property, he is
better than a man who does not. Authorities
tell us that the worst man in a munieipal
eouneil is the man engaged in a large busi-
ness because he eannot sec outside his own
shop door. He is prone to consider a matter
from the point of view of what will be of
greatest benefit to his business. I should
like the municipal franchise broadened to
give every person an opportunity. The rate-
able value is fixed, and I have not en-
deavoured to remove the property qualifica-
tion, but I have cndeavoured to put every
oneg on an equality. The large business firm
entitled to four votes for the mayor and two
for the councillor do not pay the rates,
They charge rates on to the prices of their
goods, and the customers in reality pay their
rates.  While they elaim to have a greater

amount at stake from a financial peint of

view than an average ratepayer, they really
have no more at stake than a man who owns
his own cottage. The greatest safeguard
against a loeal aathority doing anything
wrong in regard to rating is the man who
owns his own tottnge. He realises that, if
anything is done whieh will increase the
amomt of rates to be paid, it will have to
come out of his earnings, whereas most
business peeple 1erely charge additional
rates on to the prices of their goods, and
the general public pay them. 1 hepe the
Committee will put this law on a par with
the laws in the other States. Ome ratepayer,
one vote, has been the law in South Avs-
tealin for years, though I admit that a rate-
payer there has one vote in each ward. In
New Zealand, one vote oinly is the law and
the ratepayer having -qualifications in more
than cnc ward has to choose the ward in
which he desires to vote.” In New Sounth
Wales, the latest Bill provides one rate-
payer one vote in one ward only, In Eng-
land .it is one ratepayer and one vote. Why
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should it he different here? In Sydney, I
believe, they have not only one ratepayer one
vote, but the lodger vote as well. The time
is not far distant when the people of West-
ern Australia will not be content with the
one ratepayer one vote, but- will want adult
voting for local government. This provision
was intended to provide one vote and one
vate only for municipalities. The road boards
did not agrce to this principle, but they
limited their votes to four. The Minister
for Works has adopted that., This is the
same principle but carricd a little further.
[n the Road Districts Bill, provision has.
been made for cne vote and one only in the
case of new road boards. It iz far better
for a man elected to a municipal counecil to
realise that he is supported by a majority of
the ratepayers.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There is
a difference as regards voting for munieipali-
ties and voting for members of Parliament.
Outside of the ordinary expense of main-
tenance and upkeep which is supposed to he
defrayed out of the rates, the cost of im-
provements in municipalities like Perth
amounts to a very large sum, and is gener-
ally effected out of loans. The property
owned by people becomes the security for
these loans and property owners may forbid
a loan at o poll. That is the reason we have
a property qualification for veting in muni-
‘cipalities instead of the ordinary qualifica-
tion of adult suffrage, Let us scc how this
would work when dealing with wards. Perth
is a very large municipality having several
witrds and it has heen largely inereased in
reeent years. In the eircumstanees, it Dbe-
comes important for people who own pro-
perty in any particular ward to have a re-
presentative in the couneil. Tt becomes of
vital importance to the ratepayers to see
that their particular portion of the muniei-
paiity is property provided for, and the Act
gives a ascparate vote in cach ward to &
ratenaver having the qualifieation. The
question now hefore us is not whether the
ratepayer is to have one or two votes, hut
whether he is fo have any vote as regards
his particolar ward., To deprive a rate-
paver of his vote in resveet of a purticular
ward, whick vote he would cast for some
councillor to look after the interests of
the ward, wbuld he an injustice, Tho
question. now is not whether a ratepayer
should have one or two votes but whether
he thould have any vote at all so far aa
the ward is eoncerned. T hope members
will oppose this innovation in munieipal
law in this Stiate. :

Hon, P. COLLIER: T fail to follow the
reasoning of the Attorney General or ‘the
distinetion lie has attempted to draw be-
tween a municioal vote and that for Par-
linmentary clections.  The Attorney Gen-
cral savs there iz a distinction and he ar-
gues that, in the ecase of munmicipalitics
where the money for the improvements is
borrowed on the security of the land, the
owners of the'land should have some special
or extra voice iz wmunicipal government.
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Preeisely the same argument applies to
voting for Parliament. This State bor-
rows millions of money upon the sceurity
of the land and the wealth of the State and,
it the argument is sound, he sheuld, to
follow it to its logical ¢onclusion and argue
that the people who own the land should
have extra voting power for this House
piiply beeanse they own land pledged as
geenrity for the money borrowed, The
argument may be carried into the Federal
arena. The Federal Government have. bor-
rowed three hundred willions of money dur-
ing the war period upon the security of the
property of Australin. Therefore, the men
who own the property onght to have extra
voting strength for the Parliament of the
Commonwealth. There is ne  distinetion
whatever., If a man owns a bloeck of land
in the city and is entitled to extra voting
power, he should have extra voting power
for this Assembly and for the Federal Par-
liament according to the Attorney Gencral's
argument. X

Mr. Smith: He has it for the Legislative
Couneil,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, but not for the
Commonwealth Parliament where there are
greater jssues at stake. In any ewvent, are
we moing to oppose this merely becaunse it
i3 an innovation? T am surprised at this
Parliament, having in view the statement
a0 frequently made that after the war all
things would change. I do wot kuow whe-
ther Natkionnlism is synonymous with Tory-
ism, but it is a fact that this Chamber,
eomposed of Nationalists in a majority of
two to one, is the most reactionary Assem-
bly im whiech T have ever heéld a seat. No
Parlinment has sat down so tightly on its
privileges as the Parliament of Western
Australia has done, This Parliament sticks
liko a troglodyte to the privileges of pro-
perty. T ask the Committee to carry the
clause nas printed, uhless we are to brand
oursélves as the most reaetionary and most
hopelessly Tory Chamber in Australia te-
day.

Hon. 'W. C. ANGWIN: In reply to the
Attorney General, T havé to point oiut that
under the Municipalities Act thé owner
alone has the right to siy whether or not
a loan shall be raised. Therefere the owner
is protected in that respeet. Thé person
who eclaims votes in more than one ward is
genérally the owner of vacant bloeks, for
it is the oecupier of any house that has the
vote, and not the owner. Some of the
vheant blocks I refer to are #o amall that,
in comparison with the genefal property
qualification, they onght hot to éirry a vote
at all, Tf pushed to its logical conclusion,
the argument Wwohld invelvé giving soine
persons scotes of votes; and some of the
ploralists might not be paying miore than 7s.
6d. per ahnum ih rates. On the other hand,
a mah Wwho has built a pliee of his own,
valued at, say, £50 per anoum, wdnld be
able to record omly che vote. The only way
+4d achieve fairnesd id4 to put all pefsons on
a footing of eduality in this fespect. I

[ASSEMBLY.]

hope the Cominittes will rcjeet the amend-
ment.

Mr. GREEN: I fail to see how the Gov-
ernment ean continue to press their opposi-
tion to the clanse. What is there special
about property$ In evéry State of the
Commonwealth the question is being raised
whether property shall have any special
right as regards the Legislative Council.
If that right is being disputed in respect
of Parliatent, why should plurality of
votes for property continue in munieipal
affaira? As the member for North-East
Fremantle pointed out, it is not the owner,
but the occupier, of a house that has the
muhicipal fronchise. Will the abolition of
plural voting in municipal elections bring
asbout Bolshevism? In New South Wales,
in South Australia to some extent, and in
New Zealand, the very thing we are here
asking for has already heen granted. Let
ug fall inte line with those communities.
I trust the clause will pass as printed.

Hon. T. WALKER: I do not know
whether the Attorney General is the only
defender here of the principle of plurality
of votes. He bas appealed to the Govern-
ment majority to support him. I do not
know whether the silence of thoge hon.
membera gives congent. I sheutd like to
hear some argument for preferring bricks
to brains. However, we hear only the At-
torney General, who lives not after the war
but beforec the deluge. We must respect
the argument advanced by the member for
North-East Fremantle, that we are behind
Australasia in this respeet. In New South
Whales the principle affirmed by this clause
has been recommended by the Government
to Parliament, After the war, when demo-
¢racy’s rights have been attested and veri-
fied and sanctified on the gory battlefields
of Europe, we in Western Australia propose
to revert to the old principle that the man
who has a few shillings in the bank, or the
man who has a few feet more of ground
than another, shall have a bigger voice im
ruling the destinies of a city, Through the
ages the reverence of the golden calf has
lasted, but I did think the war would have
got rid of it and that now we should be
gtanding up for the rights of citizenship
and intelligence as against the rights of
moncy bags and broad acres: The man
with a worker’s home jg likely to have just
as much love for the city, for ita welfare,
for its sanitation and its cleanliness as has
the portly money bag who has hitherte been
worshipped as the golden calf of the com-
munity? |

Mr, Pickering: You would not give him-
a vote?

Hon, T: WALKER: Yes, juit the vote
of & mai. I would trust the man Wwho has
not any othef pfbperty than the house in
whicll he lives sooiler than I would trost
the man who by hook or by erodk his ob-
tained possessiohs in ote thad one waid.
Let us take votés away from bricks ang
givé them to the brains of the communmity.
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Mr. MONEY: It is disappointing that a
change of this natiire should be asked fot
without more definite reasons being given,
What are the duties of the munidipalities?
Health, water supply, drainage, roads, I
have heard of no great megleet in respect
of those matters: Before such a change is
asked for it should be shown that the peo-
ple wonld ba more eomfortable and happier
for that change. If any good reason ecould
be given for such a change I should be the
first to vote for it. The member for North-
East Fremantle has not made out a case of
present negleect of our roads, water sup-
plies and other facilities,

Hon. W. G, Angwin: They are so bad
that T thought the least I said of them the
better.

Mr. MONEY: I do not appreciate that.
I believe that if the hon. member had
found anything very bad he would have
elearly demonstrated it to the Committee.
Up to the present he has failed in his rea-
sons for the change.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I suppoert the clause.
I think the hon, memher made out a very
go6d ense when he said that the progressive
man with highly improved preperty in each
ward provides, not himself, but the oeccu-
piers of such properties with votes, whereas
the unprogressive man holding vacant land
in each ward bas a vote in each ward. I
agree that we should take these votes from
him. 7The speculator should not be given
special voting powers,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 16
Noes 13
Majority for 3
AYES.
Mr, Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Draper Mr. Nairn
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Pickering
Mr. Harrison Mr. Piesse
Mr, Hickmott Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Johnston' Mr. Willmott
Sir H. B. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Maley (Teller.)
Mr. Mitchetl
Nouws,

Mr, Angwin  MF. Litey
Mr. Chesson Mr. Rocke
Mr, Colller Mr. Smifth
Mr. Davies Mr. Walker
Mr. Green Mr, Willeock
Mr. Hudson . Mr. Mullany
Nr. Jones (Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.

Glanse at afendéd agreed to.

Clavse 4—agreed to.

Clanse 5—TRépedl of Seetisd 84 and sub-
stitution of fHeW sectioi:
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Houn, W. ¢, ANGWIN: By the vote we
have just taken it has been decided that eaeh
ratepayer shall have a vote in each ward.
This clauge provides that while the rate-
payers shail be allowed to vote in each ward
be ghall only be allowed one vote in each
ward, and one vote for the election of magyor,
To-day in regard to the election of mayor a
person with £25 worth of property has one
vote; with £25 and not exceeding £50 worth,
two votes; with £30 and not exceeding £75
worth, three votes, and with over £75 worth,
four votes. Tor councillor a person with £50
worth of property has one vote and over that
sum two votes. The voting power is based
on the ratcable value which runs out at &
little over one-third less than the annual
value. Consequently a person to have more
than one vote for mayor or councillor must
pay at least £1 a week in rent. Who is the
more important the man who resides in a
district or he who only has a small vacant
block in the district? The people of the
city of Perth have never yet hy o majority
elected a mayor. Those who elect the mayor
are to a large extent residing outside of
Perth. They merely come to the City to con-
deect their ordinary business. They carry
the voting power, but the people who are
their enstomers have to pay their rates as a
charge Ffor the carrying on of their busi:
nesges, I want to place the man who is
cither the gecupier or the owner on an
equality with the non-resident of the dis-
triet. T have, therefore, introduced a provi-
sion allowing for each ratepayer one vote.
We shall have a bettér class of ecouncillor
and a better mayor if they are elected by
the people. To-day they are elected by a
minority of the people, because they happen
for the timie being to be in occupation of
business property in the City. The eity
couneil eannot raise a loan if the a majority
of the owners wish te prevent it. The Muni-
cipalities Aet provides that only the owners
have a right to vote on a question of loans.
This clause provides merely that in the elec-
tion of mayor every ratepayer shall have one
vote, For the councillora every ratepayer
ghall have one vote in each ward in which
he has property; and on which he is liable to
be rated: I fai! to see why the towns of
Western Australia should take a retrograds
step if a provision of this sort becomes law,
It was noticeable in the last division that
most of those who voted against the clause
remaining as at present were those who did
not represént municipalifies. =~ They repre-
sentéd road board disfriets. The minority
representing minicipdlities Were against the
clanse, showing conclusively that the fecling
of the residenfs of theé municipalities is in
fivoir of equalify so far 4s voting is con-
céined. mové fin aiendment—

That Suobelause (3) be stiuck out.

fls ATTOENEY GENERAL: I find I
ani inable to sagree With the menmber for
North-East Fremantle. I dm going fo put
foFward fhe sife Argument as I put forward
in connection with the last claiise. Muniei-
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pal loans are raised on owners’ lands and it
ig the owners who vote as to whether a loan
ig to be raised or not. That point, however,
has nothing to do with thc matter. The
main fact is that the funds required for the
improvement of the mwumicipality are rajsed
on the owners’ land and it is those owners
who choose the municipality. It is by reason
of that ownership to some extent that they
have one, two, three or four votes, and the
very men whom they scleet as their repre-
sentatives for the wards or for the mayoralty
are people who decide whether or no a ques-
tion is to be placed before the clectors, and
having regard to the gencral finances of the
city they decide that certain improvements
can be effected for which loan moneys are
required, No renson has been advanced as
to why the present system should not con-
tinne.  Does the member for Kanowna
imagine that beeanse there has been a war
in Burope we should now wo longer retain
this principle? If he believes that he must
belicve  that the Marriage Aet must be
abolished,  The DBolsheviks believe that the
Marringe Act should bo abolished.

Hon. T. Walker: Talk sense,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
suggesting that the lion. member for Kan-
owna is one. I have too much respect for
the hon, member to think that. But does
he really and conseientiously advocate that
because there has been a war in Europe all
legislation should be thrown on one side?

Hon. T, WALKER: I have uot heard any-
thing so illogieal or so mneh misrepresen-
tation of what I previously uttered as was
eontained in the remarks of the Attorncy
General.  If that is the kind of defence he
in geing to put up for the votes of bricks
and mortar, they arc welcome to his argu.-
ments. 'They will nover carry convietion to
anyone. What has Bolshevism to do with
the arguments I have used? It is quite
fair to say that we have had five years of
war to frec ourselves from the dominanee
of wealth and autocracy.

Mr. Money: And Prussia.

Houn, T. WALKER: Prossian tyranny was
just the tyvauny of landlordism represented
by the spesch of the Attorney General
Britain had got free from that Prussianigm,
that worship of wealth, that dominancy of
an exelusive class; Britain had made al-
ready advances on that. :

Mr. Mouey: So had we,

Hon, T. WALKER: Se had we, but now’
we are having it advoeated that a certain
clags, beeause they are wealthier than others,
should have the sole right of the direction of
alfairs and treat others as subservient.
Their brains are to count for nothing, their’
desire to partieipate in the growth of the
city and to take part in the Government is
to be taboo. That is the argument of the
hon. member now. The war. was. for what$
Let the Attorney General tell us. It was to
make autoerncy Ssecure. .

Mr. Money: Self preservation, so far as’
we are concerned,
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Hon, T, WALKER: And did not the hon.
member himself say to make autocracy secure
also? It was more than self preservation.
Thare was not one who went to the war who
did not believe that he was fighting for the
whole of the world, for the whole of man-
kind, Ts that the standpoint of the patriot-
ism of the member for Bunbury, self pre-
scrvation, sclf all the time? Germany was
fighting for self and ounly for self, The
Allies were fighting to free all mankind—
the whole world: for that which was deaver
that sclf, the futwre. The hon. member re-
presents self all the time. The Attoruey
General also stands on  “‘self’’—his own
little dug-out.

The Premier: Yon are hardly fair.

Hon. T. WALEER: The Attorney General
tried to misrepresent me, but I am not try-
ing to misrepresent him, He is living in the
traditions of the past that the war was
tought to change and to alter. He says
that beeause we have won the war we are
to throw all our laws of civilisation into the
melting pot, What connection has that with
this subject? I say throw into the melting
pot the laws that limit freedom and truth
and unfettered citizenship, throw into the
meiting pot that which creates relationship
between tyrant and serf, throw into the melt-
ing pot that whick prevents equality of
opportunity to ail. What does the Attorney
General mean? Where is the cogeney of his
argument? These laws have been in the
melting pot in the castern part of Australia
aud New Zealand and have come out re-
modelled. We. are not trying any new ex-
periment, I am complaining because the
hon. member wishes to go behind where the
world has advanced to. He wants te take
w5 backward instead of forward by turning
to the dead and reverencing the cffete and
howing Qown hefore the fessil. That is the
position of the Attorncy General, and T ob-
jeet to it. We have led the world in eivili-
sation and progress, in our sports and
thoughts, and have been an example, and
I do not want to dishomour the reputation
we have won in every sphere where our abili-
ties have been tried, even on the battlefield
itsclf. T do not want to go to the oid con-
servative past and to compel citizens to hind
themselves to the ehaviot of praperty. That
is repulsive, [ am championing pure equal-
ity of manhood; the tight of every citizen
to he o citizen without limitation, When it
is all tested, what does the hathos of the
hon. member imply when he talks of loans
being secured by property?

Hon. P. Collier: They were secured by the
men  behind the guns.

Hon, T. WALKER: Who arc the securi-
ties for the propertics of this very city?
The people, the citizens. What is the value
of property if the citizens leave? If, for
any reason, the whole of the citizens except
property holders of Perth went away, and
Western Australin was left to the™ properby
hoiders, what would the position be? Pro-
perty iz based on human life and cvergy;
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it is industry and the toil of the toiler who
gives value to every brick of property and
every foot of ground. Citizens have made
homes and created wealth by the sweat of
their brows and by the giving of their lives.
Those who have created the wealth are to
be ignored and there is to be a dowinant
class, the property class. Who puts class
against class? Those who are seeking to
dominate over the creators of wealth Dbe-
canse they have exploited the wealth they
held in their hauds, beeause they have tyran-
nised over thig clags and swerved them to
their will and made them yield to their dis-
cretion.  Those are the class creators and
they are the people who create class bitter-
ness, Iere ig on evidence of it. Because a
man holds property, that property is to be of
greater value than human lives. The hon.
mentber is welecome to his aneers, to hia want
of knowledge, to his resources of scorn that he
triefl te heap upon nie, but time will test it,
He can stand where he docs Lo the admira-
tion of those who are still the worshippers of
the golden calf. I am satisfied T am one of
the multitude who have given him the chauce
to sneer at those less wealthy than he. The
people are on the mareh and will overtake
those who seck these inomopelics and privil-
eges, enshrined in their dignity self-created,
in the prescrvation of their wealth created
by pride. I move with the people. We ave
fighting for manhood and the recognition of
manhooed is the only title that s honourable
and honest to citizenship in this demoeratic
State,

[Mr, Picsse took the Chair. ]

Mr, MUNSIE: Tt bas heen contended that
the principie contajned in this subelause is the
samo as the question on which the Committee
divided. To an extent it might be, but this is
carrying the prineiple at least eight times
further so far as the Perth municipality is
concerned.  What the Committee divided on
was the question of limiting the property
holdor, even if he had property in eight
wards, 1o one vote. This proposal suggests
one: vote in each of eight wards. If a person
is entitindd to four votes in each of ecight
wards at present, the Attorney General wishes
him to continue the right to have 32 votes.
Ts therc anything democratic in that? I am
surprised at the Attorney General opposing the
projosal. . eannot understand it. The mem-
bher for Novth-Bast Tremantle is prepared to
ageept the principle of one vote in each ward
in which a ratepayer has property, but the
Attorney General says that is not giving pro-
perty suflicient sceurity or privilege.

The Premicr: Why have a qualification at
all?

Mr. MUNSIE: That is what I shounld like
to ktnow. If the opinion of all the men and
woren of 21 vears and over could be taken,
we would find that their opinion was op-
posed to the property qualification.

The Premier: What about the property
owners? -

Mr, MUNSIE: If we submitted the ques-
tion to property holders, I bhelieve they

_vanée on present conditions,
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would tnrm down any proposal to give one
man 10 votes, because he held property of
an equivalent valve, We are supposed to
have a Labour party, a National party and
a Country party in State and Federal poli-
ties, but there is no such thing as a Coun-
try party. They are the old Conservative
party the same ag the Government.

Mr, Jones: Reactionaries.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes., Their votes prove it
on every oeceasion. Whenever property has
some pull, every member of the Country
party supports it.

The Premier: T think property should have
a pnil.

Mr, MUNSTE: It should have a pull but
not over human life, What is it that counts?
The Attorney General fays it is  property.
What Qid property ¢ount for in the late war?
The men who were sent from  Australia
counted for everything, but, when it eomes
to giving them the right to vote for a muni-
cipal election, property must have the say
and not the manhood of the State.

The Premier: Yoo are supporting
alause.

My, MUNSIE:

the -

Yes, because it ia an ad-
The Attorney
CGeueral wants to give votes aceording to the
value of property in caeh ward. That is ab-
svrd and T ilid not expect the Premier would
support it. T thought he waa more democratic
and weuld give the mauhoed and womanhood
the right to rule and not property, but he is
Jjust as great a Tory as the Attorney General,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
seems to be a little confusion and it is not
due to me. ' T contend that any eleetor in 2
ward has a right to vote for a councillor for
that ward. The Committee have already ap-
proved of that. Now we are discussing
whether, for the election in that ward, a
ratepayer shall be entitled to one or two

“votes so far as the councillor is coneerned.

The member for Hannans argues that be-
cause a ratepayer has a vote in each ward,
he has twice the number of votes for the
total number of wards. Such a ratepayer
has a vote in the ward only as regards the
coungillor to represent that ward. "The mem-
ber for Narth-East Fremantle does not dis-
pute the property qualification, but he thinks
it should be the same for everyhody. No
reason has been advanced for the change.

. When we come to the vote for the mayor, &

ratepayer has ome to four votes in aceord-
ance with property qualification,

Mr. Munsie: Why should he?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Because
he has a greater stake in the property liable
for taxation for the improvement of the
municipality. We have had an address com-
paring the lives of men and women with
municipal affairs. Have the members who
advanced those arguments no sense of pro-
portion? Do they compare the magnitude of
the powers of this Parliament te deal, if
necessary, with the life and death of the
people of the Btate with the puny and paltry
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powers in & municipal Aet. What are the
powers in the Municipal Corporations Act?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Health Act is
administered by the municipalities, and in
that way they deal with the lives of the
people.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That mey
be, but the fact affords no argument in this
connection.

Mr, JOHNSTON: I rise to repel the
aftuck made by the member for Hannans on
the Country party. The Country party have
exercised a strongly democratie influence on
legislation. If under this clanse any indi-
vidual is going to get 32 votes for a muni-
cipality, T am entirely opposed to it.

Mr. Munsie: The elause will give him
that chance in Perth.

Mr, JOHNSTON: According to my read-
ing of the clause, no person will get more
than four votes in the city of Perth.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This clause will
enable a person to get 16 municipal vetes.
E do not like to accuse the Attorney General
of misleading the Committee, but no member
knows better than he what powers are vested
in municipalities. He knows that muniei-
palities have more to do with the lives of
citizens than this Parliament has, since they
administer the IIealth Act.

The Attorney (eneral: But they are sub-
ject to the control of the Commissioner of
Public Health, )

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Commissioner
steps in only when he has ordered something
to be done and a municipality bas refused
to do it. The municipalities see whether
dirty drains are causing fevers, and whether
dirty rights-of-way poison our children,
Parliameyt has authorised municipalities to
legislate on many svbject by way of regula-
tion, True, such regulitions are subjeet to
disapproval by both Houses of Parliament;
but Parliament can rarely be induced to take
an interest in the regulations when they are
laid op the Table. The munijcipal authori-
ties have power to deal with the individual,
and therefore the individual should have the
right to elect those authorities. If it is
argued that property should have a number
of votes according to its valuation, then the
number of votes given te preperty should not
be limited to four, but should indefinitely
extend in accordance with the value of the
property. By far the better course is to
timit municipal veting as proposed by this
clause. The Attorney General said a muni-
cipal ¢ouncil had the power to decide whether
a loan should be raised or not.

The Attorney General: Ng;
loan should be submitted.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: However, that is
not so. The council are compelled to adver-
tise in some newspaper circylating ip the
distriet their intention to raise a loan, and
they have to inclnde in that advertisement
the statement that the plans and specifica-
tions of the works to which the loan money
is to be applied are ayailable at the council’s
office for inspection. Then 21 owners of
property can demand that a vote be faken

whether a
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on the gquestion of the loan. Thus the
owners ar¢ protected in every respect. The
provisions of the Roads Act in this connec-
tion are somewhat different. Under that
Aect one must be a resident owner in order
to wvote. This provision is preferable, be-
¢ause otherwise absentee owners can vote
down the resident owners on the question of
raising a loan; and that has actuaily oe-
curred. In the matter of loans the couneil
can only initiate, and the question is sub-
jeet to the deeision of the property owners,
If it is known that elections cannot be
flooded with plural votes, we shall have bet-
ter men in our municipal councils. It is
always an advantage to any representative
to know that he reprcsents an actual ma-
jority of his constituents, I hope the Gom-
mittee will agree to place Western Australia
in line with other parts of Australasia in
this respect.

Mr, WILLCOCK: I shall vote against the
principle of plural voting, T have a recollee-
tion of a man getting in as mayor who re-
ceived the votes of 20 ratepayers havipg
four votes each, while 70 ratepayers witl
one vote each voted against him, That
mayor was elected by o small coterie. The
principle of ploral voting is absolutely un-
democratic, In this respect the municipal
franchise is far more undemocratic than
even the Legislative Council franchise, If
we were to adapt the municipal franchise
to the Legislative Couneil an elector having
a property worth £100 would have two votes
or more. It is a most illogical position. I
will support the clause.

The PREMIER: I move—
That progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause as amended put, gnd a division
taken with the following result:—
Ayes . o .. 18
Noes .. . .. 16

A Tie .. .. « 0

AYER,

Mr. Angwin Mr. Lutey

Mr. Chesson Mr. Mullapy

Mr. Collier Mr, Munsie

Mr. Davies Mr. Rocke

Mr, Holman Mr. Walker

Mr. Hudson Mr. Willcock

Mr. Johnston Mr. Green

Mr. Jones

Mr, Lambert (Teller.)
NoEs

Mr. Brown Mr. Money

Mr. Draper | Mr. Nairn

Mr. Dufi Mr. Pickering

Mr. Griffitha Mr. Pilkington

Mr. Harrison Mr. Smith

Mr. Hickmott Mr., Willmott

8ir H. B. Letroy Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Maley ’ (Telier.)

Mr, Mitchell



[29 OcroBER, 1919.]

The CHAIEMAN: I give my vote with
the Noes.

Clause thus negatived.
Clauses 6 to 9 put and negatived.
Clauses 10 to 12—agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILL—SALE OF CHAFF.
Second Reading.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [10.10] in mev-
ing the second reading seid: Although the
Bill ia but a small one it is of considerable
importance, Under our present method of
marketing chaff the package and the chaff
are sold at so much per ton, the package
being included in the price. The objeet of
the Rill is to separate these two values. The
present values of chaff are from £5 to £10
per ton; the lower value is fixing that of
from 12 to 24 times the value in cost per
ton, that is, the package. At the end of
last month 20 ounce jutes delivered at Fre-
mantle free on rails were quoted at 17s. per
dozen and 180z. jutes were quoted at
16s., while second-hand jutes were quoted at
143. per dozen. Their value in weight per
ton worked .out af respectively £126 per ton,
£132 per ton, and £104 per ton. The average
number of bags used per ton of chaff is 28,
The price per dozen, according to this quan-
tity, works out at 37s. 4d. and 389s. 8d,
while the second-hand jute represents 32s.
84. per ton. The present market for chaff
is abnormal owing to the lack of supplies
and the shortage in the Eastern States. But
one does not know bow long that abmormal
condition will prevail. It may alter at any
time. When the new season’s wheat comes
in and there is a surplua of only a few
trucks, the price will come down. The value
of jutes containing chaff throughout the
vear ia governed by the sale of chaff.
This fact canses an unduly heavy bur-
den to fall upon the farmer. In
his transactions as a grower of {fodder
for stock or food stuffs for human consump-
tion he loses annnally a considerable amount
on his jute goods. This loss he should not
be called upon to bear. Provision is made
in the Bill for both new and second-hand
jutes to be sold at so mueh per dozen, and
the value of these jutes is proposed to be
fixed on the price ruling, say, on l1st Hep-
tember in each year. The fluctuations in the
price of jutes during the year may be some-
what magked, and in order to obtain a uni-
form value tight through it is necessary to
fix upon a certain date so that this value
can be easily determined.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Will this not come
under’ the price fixing measure?

Mr. HARRISON: I could not get it in
there, though I should have liked to have
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done so. That does not alter the position
from the gtandpeint of the farmer, In order
that the principle may be a workable one, the
valug must be fixed as at a certain date.
Under the provisions of the Bili the farmer
will lose interest om his capital outlay in
the purchase of the jute goods; he will lose
the freight upon them from Fremantle to
his farm, and also the return freight from
his farm to the market. It is impossible to
frame a Bill that will allow fer the fluctu-
ations and variations in price from day to
day, and for the different distances from Fre-
mantle t¢ each farm in the SBtate.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Why not fix 8 price
for every commodity?

Mr. HARRISON: I want to fix the
price of this commodity. My desire is to
make the community realise the true pesi-
tion, and the difference there ig in the values
of these two commodities. They should be
geparated one from the other. If we are to
have scientific production and scientific man-
agement of the affairs of the State, these
things must be attended to. I am bringing
the matter before the House in order that
members may realise where we stand in re-
gard to jute goods, When they do realise
the position I am eatisfied that some action
will be taken, and I hope that members
representing different interests in this
Chamber will not hesitate to air their views
upon the subject. The provisions in the
Bill for the fixing of a price for the year
relate to jute goods and not to the bags con-
taining chaff. Tt is provided that these jute
goods shall retain a uniform value through-
out the year so far as concerns the producer
who first makes up the bags. If chaff is seld
put up in new bags the price fixed for new
jute shall be paid by the next person dealing
in it.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
with the bags included?

Mr. HARRISON: Yes, but this Bili is
designed to separate the two classes of
bage—the new and the second-hand con-
taining chaff.

Hon. P. Collier:
cagest

Mr. HARRISON: If those who deal in
chaff eonld be brought to realise the value
of the bags in which it is contained, there
would not be the criminal waste that goee
on at the present moment. This waste ¢om-
mences immediately a rew bale of jute i
opened. When the bags are filled they are
carclessly handled and hooks are indiserimi-
nately used, with the result that mueh dam-
age to the bags is done. When it is under-
stood that the bags are worth from a half
to a fifth of their original sale value
when filled, it will be understood that
more care will have to be taken with
them. The men who Joad a wagon
are offenders in this  respect, and
they are followed by the men who load
from the wagon into the truck, and then
there are those who load on to the lorries at
the other end. AN of these are careless in

Is not chaff sold

How about fruit in
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the manger in which they use their hooks.
It s estimated that fully ten per cent. of
the jutes are renderal unfit for further use
becanse of the treatment to which they are
subjected. When the jutes are emptied
more serious losses oceur, both on the farm
and right throughout by nearly every con-
sumer of fodder. If this loss could be
suved it would represent an amount of at
least £30,000.

Hon. P. Collier:
it?

Mr. HARRISON: Morc care will be ex-
creised when the value of the jutes is real-
ised.

Hon, P. Cellicr: Do you think that the
men who handle the chaff are going to be
madle more careful by this Bill?

Mr, HARRISON: They shonld be more
careful when they realise bow great a loss
there is each ycar.

Ion, P. Collier:
to pay.

Mr. HARRISON: 1Tf bags cost 17s. per
dozen, that would come to £126 per ton.
Bighteen ounce jute at 16s. per dozen works
out at £132 per ton. Chaff is sold at any-
thing from £5 to £10 per ton.

* Mr. Munsie: How mauy bupgs are there
in a ton of chaff?

Mr. HARRISON: The average is about 28
After selling their chaff at from £5 to £10
per ton the farmers repurchase their bags
in sceond-hand form to refill, and the cost to
them works out at £104 a ton. The farmer
shouldl mot constitute the boffer betwean
other traders, and should not be ealled upen
to hear this loss. My object is to save at all
events a pereentage of this loss. Our hay
products for the last threc years have been
as follows: 1916, 395,172 tons, 1917, 236,989
tons, and 1918, 267,163 tons. Tt is also
known that 130,000 tons eome inte the mar-
ket annually. This is a econservative esti-
mate, but these are the figures on which
I have based my estimate. At the
present rate the cost works out at
39s. 8d4. for the one line, which is wvery
close to £2 per ton. Taking the figures,
150,000 tons of hay, this will mean an
awmount of £300,000. On the basis of a sav-
ing of ten pcr cent. the economy effected
would amount to £30,000. This sum amounts
to more than the cost to the State invelved
in this Chamber, with its fifty members at
£300 per annum, and six Ministers of the
Crown. If such an amount ean be saved to
the State is it not worth while?

Mr. Willeock: How will you do that?

Mr, HARRISON: I ask hon. members to
work out the figures for themselves. The
farmer’s business ccases when he puts his
hay into the stack. Nearly all chaff-cutting
is now done on contract, as well as a large
proportion of the carting afterwards, The
railage has to be paid for, also the commis-
sion, and these transactions are aceounted
for in the gross proceeds of the sale. T
have tried to keep these wvarious items
separate. Throngh the courtesy of Mr.

How will this Bill save

Not if they do not have
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Stirling Taylor, late manager of the Wes-
traliau Furmers Ltd,, I was given the use
of one of their offices and was brought into
toueh with the auetioneers in the trade
with a view to sceing what could be done.
T was told that if we ecould regulate the
supply of chaff on the market they would
be able to obtain a profitable return for the
farmer. This could not be done, however,
beeause the farms were se scattered and
not in direet touch with the markets.
These varying conditions not only aficct
the product itselt, but affeet the price
of the bag in whieh it has to be car-
ried. The manufacture of jute has nothing
to do with Australia, That is a matter for
Calenttn. 'We should not continue this im-
bacile practice of fathering the loss to which
I have .referred.

lr, Smith: What about bran bagsf

Mr. HARRISON: The position is not the
same with regard to them, I want to get
this Bill through, as it particnlarly affects
chaff bags.

Mr. Smith;
lolly bags¢

Mr. HARRISON: It is unfortunate that
the producer is not able to sell his produet
at a priece based on the ecost of pro-
duction, when the price of the jute
could be taken into consideration. He
has to take the risk of production
owing to climatie conditions and other rea-
gons, and when he has got his produce he
hag to take the chance of the market. Ile
cannot get the full value for the cost of
production, and it is beeavse of this that I
ask the House to pass this measure to elim-
inate the present unfair method of trading
in this commodity.

What about sugar bags and

Mr. Green: What about empty blacking
ting?
Mr. HARRISON: The farmer who gets

£10 a ton for his chaff does not feel the
burden equally with the man who gets only
£5 per ton, because hig bags only cost one-
fifth of the value he receives. What about
the man who, owing to climatic conditions,
iz compelled to ent certain crops for hay
beeause they will not mature and wmake
wheat? He not only loses on his own busi-
ness, but he must make the commodity
marketable. Chalf bags constitute the
casiest packing obtainable and therefore he
is compelled to use them. If this Bill bhe-
comes law, the farmer will not lose further
on the package as he docs at present. He
will only lose in respect of his particular
bnsiness whereas now he has to lose con-
siderably more Thy TDbuying this package
owing to the present method of selling.
Why shonld a farmer who cannot help him-
gelf lose 80 per cent. on a commodity simply
because he has no chance to secure its pro-
per value? My attention was focussed on
this question seme years ago, and I shali
give my experience, which may cause mem-
bors fo realise the position of farmers. In
1912, there was a dry spell, and a erop 1
had was blighted in the top of the ear and
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did not fill in the lower part of the ear. Tt
was only shrivelled grain. I realised it
would net prove a payable erop of wheat
and, therefore, my only chance was to eut
it for hay, While knowing that I had to
mnke a loss on that part of my business, 1

had to make & further capital loss
of 75 per cent Dby putting the com-
modity into this class of packing and,

in sclling, T lost £30 out of the £40 worth
of jute. Thus I was peoalized and could
not help myself.

Mr, Smith:
that,

Mr., HARRISON: Certainly it will, It
this Bill had been law, then I should not
have sustained that loss on the jute. We
have heard the opinion expressed here aml
in the trade that the supply would regu-
late the price. That is what T am after
T desire that the supply of the loecal article
shall not liave an influence on the higher
priced article as the value of the packing
is the same. Tt iz the man who uses the
commedity who noceds the package after-
warlds, The farmer uses the jute packaye
for n shorter period than the man who pur-
chases the commodity. We ent the ehaff on
the farm and, when we have flled the bags,
the general run of farmers immediately
start to eart it to the railways for sale,
On the average, those bags nre not filled an
the farm for more than three days, and it
generally takes threc days for the chaff fo
reach the market. The merchant stores the
c¢hal® for a Jonger period than does the
farmer, and the refailer also  needs the
package just as much as the other tradler,
Then the consumer needs the package, and
he mnkes usg of it for a longer period than
anyone clse. Thevefore, wiy should not all
these parties run the risk of the loss on the
jute in their true proportinn, Why sheuld
the loss in the aggregate fall on the farmer
as it doos to-day? Tf the Bill becomes law,
it will bave the effect of adjusting this
particularly high value in its praper pro-
portions among those who henefit from it.
Greater eare will be taken-of the jnte and
we shall thus save the State many thous-
ands of pounds annually, T hope members
will diseuss the measure thoronghly so that
the public may realise the valis of the jute

This Bill will not prevent

goods as compared with their contents. 1
move—
That the Bill be now read a seeohd

time.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T move—

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and a division ealled for.

Mr. SPEAKER: T declare that the ayes
have it, T might at this stage draw the
attention of members to the fact that those
voting ‘*no’’ and ‘‘aye’’ should sit on
opposite sides of the House when a division
is called for. This is the -second time to-
night that there has beon a strong chorus
of ‘‘noes’’ . gnd a . division has Tbeen
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called for, and where are the ‘‘noes’’ now?
There is not a single ‘‘no.”’

Motion thus passed; the
Journed.

debate ad-

House adjourned at 10.3% pum,

Legislative Council,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

COMMISSION TO SWEAR IN
MEMBERS,

The PRESIDENT: I have to announce
thut I have reeeived from His Excellency
the Governor o commisgion which 1 ghall ask
the Clerk to read,

Commission as follows read:

The ¥on. Walter Kingsmill, ML.C,,
President of the Legislative Couneil.
Whereas by the 52 Vigtorim, eap, 23, sce.
22, no memher of the Legislative Couneil
is permitted to sit or vote therein until he
shall have taken and subseribed the oath
or shall have made and subseribed the
affirmation as therein set forth before me
or before some person authorised by me:
Now I hereby duly nuthorise, commission,
and appoint you, the said Walter Kings-
mill, to administer to members of the said
Legislative Council the preseribed oath or
affirmation as aforesaid. Given at Perth
this 28th day of October, One thousand
nine hundred and nineteen. William Elli-
son-Maeartney, Governor,

QUESTION—SMOKING IN TRAINS
AND TRAMS,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (for Hon., J. Cor-
rell) asked the Minister for Edueation: 1,
Is it permissible under the railway regula-
tions for females, who do not exhibit out-
ward or tangible evidence of their Dbeing-



